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Current 

Elected/Appointed 

Officers 

 
• Commandant - 

  Jason Smith 

 

• Sr. Vice 

  Commandant - 

  Michael Donatacci 

 

• Jr. Vice 

  Commandant - 

  Robert Hoffman 

 

• Judge Advocate - 

  Howard Schaeffer  

 

• Adjutant - 

  Terry Keiser 

 

• Paymaster - 

  Terry Keiser 

 

• Chaplain - 

  Joseph Malia 

    

• Sgt. at Arms - 

   Ronald Thompson 

 

• Web Sgt. –  

  Jason Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

Marines I could not be prouder to be serving as your commandant. The 

attendance at last month’s meeting was truly inspirational. Seeing all the marines there in 

support of our detachment and the hard work we have put forward makes this job worth 

doing. We have come a long way from just a couple years ago and I look forward to 

leading you to even bigger and better things. 

It was also enlightening to hear everyone’s ideas on possible fundraising events 

as well as your ideas on future recruitment opportunities. The sharing of people’s 

thoughts and ideas is a wonderful thing. Marines this is the way that we will continue to 

grow and will be able to thrive in the future. I urge every member to try to make it to our 

monthly meetings. It is the only real way to get your thoughts and ideas in front of the 

other members.  

The annual detachment meat raffle is in full effect. Please try to sell as many 

tickets as you can. If you need more please contact Commandant Smith or Adjutant 

Keiser and we will get more out to you. Also remember to try not to bend your tickets, as 

any tickets intentionally altered will not be accepted. 
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 The Sitrep 
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This Month’s 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

- Robert Fick joined the 

MCL in Apr. of ‘98 

 

- Jason Smith joined the 

MCL in Apr. of ’10 this 

will be his 5th year in the 

league 

 

- Johnny Gill turns 67 

on April 23rd 

 

- Shane Patton turns 33 

on April 14th 

 

- Adam Polster turns 25 

on Apr. 9th 

 

- John Reppert turns 85 

on April 20th 

 

- Stanley Schaffer turns 

76 on Apr. 18th 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

    

 

    

    

 

 
 A report was given by the detachment officers that attended the department staff 

meeting. 
 The detachment received a packet from the VFW Operations Officer giving 

information on VA programs and forms and other items.  Commandant Smith will be 
receiving future e-mails from him with PDF’s.  If you would like to be added to the e-
mail list, please let him know. 

 Scholarship applications and instructions for the Marine Corps League Foundation 
are available if anyone is interested. 

 It was announced that The Bethlehem Detachment is holding a golf outing on June 
20th.  It will benefit Project Healing Orders.  If you would like additional information, 
contact Commandant Smith. 

 The youth physical fitness event will be 4/18 at Parkland High School in the 
gymnasium.  If you want to volunteer you would need to be there by 0800.  15 
members volunteered.  We will take our colors and have them posted at this event.    

 Henry Tomasko submitted prices and information on various guns to review as 
discussed at a previous meeting concerning a gun raffle.   

 A discussion was held on putting together a pistol or rifle team.  There was enough 
interest in this to obtain additional information from the department representative. 

 A motion was raised and dismissed in reference to setting a minimum and maximum 
on detachment donations 

 Self-defense training sessions was discussed concerning threats of ISIS apparently 
targeting military people.  Possibility of a guest speaker on this subject. 

 Rally Point.com, a social media site solely for military members and veterans, was 
brought up and it was suggested members join this site as a way to get more people 
involved in the Marine Corps League.   

 The PR committee will be picking out 3 newsletters for submittals for the national 
competition.   

 It was announced that Robin Warner will be helping with the meeting minutes to help 
out with the newsletter. 

 Commandant Smith announce 2014 photos were removed from the website and 
2014 Year in Photos has been uploaded to LVMCL.com.  Everyone please keep 
checking out the website and let Jason know if you see anything that needs to be 
fixed. 

 A convention book from last year was obtained to see how we want to write up our 
ad displayed. 

 Detachment Marine of the Year nominations: Terry Keiser, Howard Schaeffer, Jason 
Smith.  Ballots will be distributed at the next meeting and the medal will be awarded 
at the meat raffle 

 A motion was raised and passed by a vote of (27 FOR : 2 AGAINST) to get some 
carwash tickets to sell for fundraising. The main concern being interference with the 
meat raffle. 

 If anyone needs patched for their uniform shirts, several have been donated and are 
available at A&D Embroidery on S. 7th Street in Emmaus. 

 We’re looking for members to be in the Memorial Day Parade in Emmaus. Details 
will be provided at the next meeting 

 There will be several Opha Mae visits in the near future including the following 
dates: 5/9, 5/16, 5/23.  If anyone is interested in joining, please let us know. 

 A Parris Island visit is being looked at to celebrate the 100th year of the base in June.  
An itinerary will be brought in to provide additional information.  

 If anyone has any veteran related events and would want to take our colors, please 
get in touch with Sgt at Arms Ron Thompson and we will try to arrange that. 

 A story was told to the members about the rigorous restrictions in obtaining access 
to military bases.  Proof of military duty is presently required along with your driver’s 
license, vehicle registration and proof of insurance.  Your Marine Corps League 
membership card will not work as identification. 
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 Marine Corps League ribbons were distributed to some of the members in 
attendance. More are on order and will be distributed at a later date. 

 It was announced that The Emmaus Veterans Committee will be meeting at 1400 on 
April 12th and the Emmaus CWV to discuss Memorial Day Celebrations 

 For those that would like to attend There will be a flag retirement ceremony at the 
Hokendauqua American Legion on June 12th beginning at 1830 
 

 

10 April 1959: Lieutenant Colonel John H. Glenn, Jr. was named as one of the 
original seven Project Mercury astronauts selected for space training. The seven 
astronauts, all volunteers, were selected by NASA from an initial group of 110 leading 
military test pilots. Three years later, on 20 February 1962, Col Glenn would become 
the first American to orbit the Earth.  
 
15 April 1962: Marine Corps operational involvement in the Vietnam War began on 
Palm Sunday when HMM-362 with its Sikorsky UH-34s arrived at Soc Trang in the 
Delta south of Saigon. The task unit was called "Shufly" and its first operational 
employment involved lifting Vietnamese troops into battle. 
 
18 April 1983: One Marine Security Guard was killed and seven were wounded when 
a large car bomb exploded just outside the U.S. Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon. Lance 
Corporal Robert McMaugh was standing guard at Post 1, just inside the front entrance 
when the bomb exploded outside the door. The explosion killed 61 people including 
17 Americans. LCpl McMaugh was buried at Arlington National Cemetery on 26 April. 

 
27 April 1805: First Lieutenant Presley N. O'Bannon, who with seven other Marines 

was part of a force of Greeks and Arabs led by American Consul William Eaton, raised 
the United States flag for the first time over a conquered fortress of the Old World at 
Derne, a stronghold of the Tripolitan pirates. Two Marines were killed and one 
wounded in the assault on the walled city.  
  

 

                                                
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Upcoming Events 

 

- The Emmaus Veterans 

Committee will be 

meeting at 1400 on April 

12th and the Emmaus 

CWV to discuss 

Memorial Day 

Celebrations 

 

- Marine Corps Youth 

Physical Fitness event to 

be held April 18th at 

Parkland High School. 

Volunteers should arrive 

by 0800. 

 

- Annual Detachment 

Meat Raffle on May 27th 

set to begin at 1900 

 

- There will be a flag 

retirement ceremony at 

the Hokendauqua 

American Legion on 

June 12th beginning at 

1800 

 

- The Department 2015 

Annual Golf Outing will 

be held on June 24th at 

Skytop Mountain Golf 

Club. Registration is at 

0830 

 

- 2015 Department 

Convention will be held 

June 24-27 at the Days 

Inn State College in State 

College, PA 

 

 

 

 

 

 As of 2/25/15 the money market account has a 

balance of $3240.08 

 As of 2/25/15  the checking account has an 

available balance of  $2538.85 

Paymaster’s Report 

 

 

 

 

Bylaw updates 

 

 

The following are bylaw updates that were introduced and 

voted upon at the March meeting. All introductions and votes 

had been previously announced in the February and March 

newsletter. A second vote will be held at the April meeting. 

 A first time vote was held to accept all formatting changes 

suggested by the Dept. Judge Advocate. The vote tally was 

29 FOR : 0 AGAINST 

Meeting Minutes Continued 

This Month in the Corps 
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Marine Corps League 
Detachment 296 

 

“THERE’S NOTHING 
BETTER THAN GETTING 

OUT OF BED IN THE 
MORNING, KNOWING 

YOU’RE DOING 
SOMETHING BIGGER 

THAN YOURSELF “ 
 

- SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

ASHTON CARTER 

 
 

Official Website: 
http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
Commandant Jason M. Smith 
(484) 553-5237 
Jmsmith91081@yahoo.com 
 

Sr. Vice Commandant Michael Donatacci 
610-841-5387  
Donatacci@gmail.com 

 

 

THE PHOTO ON THE LEFT IS OF YOUNG MARINES HOWARD SCHAEFFER AND 

LARRY FREETAG AFTER BOOTCAMP GRADUATION (FEB ’88). THE PHOTO ON THE 

LEFT IS MASTER GYSGT FREETAG AND DETACHMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE 

HOWARD SCHAEFFER DURING THEIR RECENT VISIT TO PARRIS ISLAND (MAR. ’15) 

 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/


 

The Sitrep Page 5 of 5 

 

 

Visit with Opha Mae 

 

 
Opha Mae, an English bulldog, is a certified therapy dog who is available to visit 
veterans of all branches of the United States Armed Forces.  Some may think that 
Opha Mae is an unusual name for a dog.  The English bulldog is the United States 
Marine Corps’ mascot so it was only fitting that Opha Mae was named after the first 
woman who enlisted in the United States Marine Corps.  Opha Mae Johnson joined 
the Marine Corps Reserve in 1918. 

Opha is available to visit veterans in hospitals, nursing homes, or private 
residences.  Opha will wear one of her four Marine Corps uniforms; Dress Blues 
Uniform, Service Charlie Uniform, Green Camouflage Uniform, or Desert 
Camouflage Uniform.  The choice is yours.  There is no cost for this service as 
these men and women have already given enough. Opha Mae's certifications are 
available upon request. Anyone interested in requesting Opha’s services can either 
go to the following link (http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae/) or e-mail 
Commandant Jason Smith. 

 

 

Emmaus Veterans Committee 

 

 
  The Emmaus Veterans Committee is made up of veterans from the Catholic 

War Vets, the VFW, the American Legion, and the Marine Corps League. The 
purpose of this committee is for all Emmaus veterans organizations to gather 
together and ensure the needs of local veterans and their families are being 
taken care of. 

The committee’s activities include, but are not limited to: 

 replacing the flags at veterans gravesites, multiple times a year 

 organizing the Emmaus Memorial Day Activities 

 

 

 Once a year a flag retirement ceremony is held, in which old and tattered flags collected from gravesites, 
veterans groups, and civilian contributors are properly retired. The ashes of those flags are later collected and 
spread around the veterans cemeteries. 

The Emmaus Veterans Committee also has an Honor Guard. This is a group of local veterans which volunteer their 
time to perform military funerals for fallen veterans at the gravesite, including the playing of taps and a gun salute. 
They will also perform services inside the funeral home per the request of the family. There is no payment requested 
but donations are accepted. If you would like a military service at a loved one's funeral, please let the funeral director 
know and contact the committee either at the following link, (http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-
honor-gaurd/ or email Commandant Jason Smith. 
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