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Marines, we will soon be at another year's end and with that comes some new 
beginnings. We have had a wonderful year with recruitment, bringing in some new 
marines that will become productive members of the detachment. A lot of the events we 
participate in, including our nursing home visits and color guard details, continue to create 
a positive influence on our community. As a whole I believe we have come a long way 
from where we started. That being said it is time for other members to step up and start 
taking some responsibilities within the detachment.  

I in particular cannot maintain all of the duties I am now taking. There are many 
changes going on in my life, mostly good, that are deserving of my time and attention. 
That being said, this will be the last newsletter I will be putting out. I have searched for 
months for someone to take over the reins, and to no avail. I don't want this newsletter to 
end as I believe it was a key part in helping us rebuild, but it is my belief that the website 
and Facebook pages are more important to our survival and I will be focusing my 
attention on those. If there is somebody that is willing to start the newsletter back up I will 
be more than willing to help in any way I can. Whoever would want to take over doesn't 
even have to follow my format, but can come up with one of their own.  In the meantime, 
we will be emailing and snail mailing the meeting minutes after each meeting. 
 

 

Message from the CP 

 

Editor: Jason Smith (jmsmith91081@yahoo.com or 484-553-5237) 
Asst. Editor: Mrs. Ashlee Brown 
 
 

 A motion was made to accept the minutes of the previous meeting as written. 
 The motion was seconded. and passed with a vote of: 20 For, 0 Against, and 0 

Abstentions 
 Sgt. Bennett was present to discuss Toys for Tots. Volunteers for the event in 

Allentown on 12/20 are Howard Schaffer, Joe Deddo, and Ron Heckman to make 
sure things are done correctly. 

 Herbein’s Nursery in Emmaus is donating Christmas trees to veterans and active 
duty military that are in need. 

 Howard and Jason will be making a trip to Parris Island the weekend of 12/1. Please 
let them know if there is anything you need. 

 The Brokate family sent a donation to the detachment. Hank’s wife donated $300 to 
Toys for Tots in his memory.  

 Everyone had a great time at Cookie’s for the birthday celebration. The ceremony at 
Cedar Beach also went very well. 

 The color guard at Kospia farms was a great event. Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 
were also present. 

 Mosser Nursing Home Visit on 12/9. Meet at the CWV at 12:00 PM for visit at 1:00 
PM. As more nursing home visits are added for 12/9, an email will be sent with 
additional information. 

Meeting Minutes 
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-Dominick Amadeo 
joined the MCL in Dec. 
of ‘14 
 
-Fred Babcock joined 
the MCL in Dec. of ’06 
 
-Michael Donatacci 
joined the MCL in Dec. 
of ’12 
 
- Jeffrey Warner joined 
the MCL in Dec. of ’14 
 
- Terry Keiser turns 63  
on Dec. 2nd 
 
- Jason Raines turns 
41 on Dec. 15th 
 
- Clifford Benner turns 
93 on Dec. 16th 
 
- Richard Podguski 
turns 55 on Dec. 17th 
 
- Dale Seidel turns 66 
on Dec. 30th 
 
- Michael Geiger turns 
61 on Dec. 31st 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

This Month’s 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 
 The second month of officer nominations was held 

 Jason Smith still accepts his nomination as Commandant, there were no further 
nominations. 

 Howard Schaeffer still accepts his nomination as Sr.  Vice Commandant, there 
were no further nominations 

 Bob Hoffman still accepts his nominations for Jr. Vice Commandant, Josh Brown 
was nominated this meeting as well. 

 Bill Stoudt still accepts his nomination for Judge Advocate, there were no further 
nominations. 

 Terry Keiser still accepts his nomination as paymaster, there were no further 
nominations. 

 Marie Mattix daughter’s class is going to the Coatesville VA on 12/2 to bring tins of 
cookies to the veterans. The detachment is donating 50 tins of cookies. 

 Fred Babcock is going to coordinate submitting an order for the lightweight jackets. 
More information will be available at the next meeting. 

 Under Good of the League it was mentioned that there is a big push in the veterans 
association to get everyone enrolled in the system that may have been exposed to 
Agent Orange or was stationed at Camp Lejeune and may have been exposed to 
contaminated water. They also want anyone who believes they may have PTSD to 
enroll. 

 

Wounded or in Distress 
George Magaro's wife is experiencing a 
lot of back pain and will be going through 
testing to find a cause. Bob Longenberger 
fell about 3 weeks ago and is 
experiencing problems with his leg. 
Richard Stoudt had been having issues 
with cancer in late 2016/early 2017. 
Randy Schueck's second cousin, 
Nicholas Diehl, had two deployments in 
Iraq with the Army. He committed suicide  

Meeting Minutes Cont… 

 

 

3 weeks ago. He was 31.I ask that you keep these marines and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers 
 

After Action Report 

 

 

 

KOSPIA FARMS FLAG RETIREMENT 

CEREMONY 
http://www.lvmcl.com/kospia-farms-flag-
retirement-ceremony/ 

Detachment 296 provided the color guard unit for the Flag 
Retirement Ceremony held at Kospia Farms on November  

4th during their Veterans Day celebration. The proceeds from this event went to support the 
local scouts and the Keystone Warriors. WAEB's own Dan Holzman and Bobby Gunther 
Walsh were in attendance and MC'd the event. The flag retirement ceremony itself was run 
by local Boy Scout and Cub Scout units. There were several other patriotic themed events 
that went on as well, including writing letters to active duty members and local veterans. 
Anytime we as a detachment can get out and support our youth and provide a good 
example for them it is a good day. - Commandant Jason M. Smith 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=navy+corpsman&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=620&tbm=isch&tbnid=dqUtftxIxwtBmM:&imgrefurl=http://www.corpsman.com/2009/06/happy-birthday-to-the-one-and-only-navy-hospital-corps-happy-b-day-docs/&docid=5hQHi5cTSFM_3M&imgurl=http://www.corpsman.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/Docs-Training.jpg&w=3504&h=2336&ei=fVwHUfXOFoX50gHGk4Fw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:10,s:0,i:177&iact=rc&dur=568&sig=112433232026892480117&page=1&tbnh=183&tbnw=252&start=0&ndsp=16&tx=199.20001220703125&ty=77
http://www.lvmcl.com/kospia-farms-flag-retirement-ceremony/
http://www.lvmcl.com/kospia-farms-flag-retirement-ceremony/
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Upcoming Events 

 

- Monthly detachment 

meeting to be held 

December 21st and is 

set to begin @ 1930 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COOKIE'S TAVERN BIRTHDAY 

CELEBRATION 
http://www.lvmcl.com/cookies-tavern-birthday-
celebration-1/ 

If you know anything about the Marine Corps you know that we 
hold out traditions in high regard. None more than the 
celebration of the Marine Corps Birthday on Nov. 10th. This 

year many of our detachment members went down to Cookie's Tavern in Philadelphia, the 
birthplace of the Marine Corps, to celebrate. The tradition of Cookie's birthday celebration has 
been going on for decades and was started by a few Marines in a bar, same as how the corps 
itself started. Today hundreds of Marines come together and have a huge celebration including 
a cake cutting and the reading of the birthday messages. It is a great event to attend as it 
brings together so many marines and their families together and give us a place to celebrate 
together. - Commandant Jason M. Smith 
 

After Action Report 

 

 

 

MOSSER NURSING HOME VETERANS 

DAY VISIT 2017 
http://www.lvmcl.com/mosser-nursing-home-
veterans-day-visit-2017/ 

As has been our tradition, Detachment 296 members took time 
out of our Veterans Day Weekend Celebrations to make sure 
that our elderly veterans know that they are not forgotten. On  

November 12th we visited Mosser Nursing Home and met with many of their Veteran residents 
in their meeting room. After spending some time talking and sharing stories we all sang 
patriotic songs including each service's hymns/anthems. A good time was had by all and we 

look forward to our next visit. - Commandant Jason M. Smith 

 

DECEMBER 2017 PARRIS ISLAND TRIP 
http://www.lvmcl.com/december-2017-parris-island-
trip/ 

On the weekend of December 1st Detachment Judge 
Advocate Howard Schaeffer and I took a trip to Parris Island. 
This was a special trip for Howard as it was his 30th 
anniversary of graduating from the island. There was even a  

passing of the torch moment as Howard's guide from boot camp, Master Gunnery 
Sergeant Larry Freetage, was serving his last day on active duty on the same day as 
another family friend, PFC Gary Goodhile, was graduating. As if this wasn't enough to 
make this a special occasion Howard surprised MGySgt Freetage by having their Senior 
Drill Instructor, retired Master Gunnery Sergeant James "Red" Bastien, show up. It was 
quite the experience to sit back and watch these marines talk. It was like watch two sons 
catch up with their father after not seeing each other in a while. All in all it was a great trip 
and I am grateful to have had the opportunity to share it with them. - Commandant Jason 

M. Smith 

http://www.lvmcl.com/cookies-tavern-birthday-celebration-1/
http://www.lvmcl.com/cookies-tavern-birthday-celebration-1/
http://www.lvmcl.com/mosser-nursing-home-veterans-day-visit-2017/
http://www.lvmcl.com/mosser-nursing-home-veterans-day-visit-2017/
http://www.lvmcl.com/december-2017-parris-island-trip/
http://www.lvmcl.com/december-2017-parris-island-trip/
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(908) 217-3512 
Donatacci@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Marine Corps Humor 

 

At the 7th Engineer Bn. Reunion, I met Ray Manzo the founder of Rolling Thunder. A 
brother 7th Engineer. Ray founded this organization and the Vets visit to D.C. each year. 

What began as a ride through the Capitol by 3000 motorcycles, will, they believe be a 
million bikes this year. Great man with a great organization of vets honoring vets. 

 – Fred Babcock 

http://www.lvmcl.com/
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 Visit with Opha Mae and Reckless 

 

 

Opha Mae and Reckless are English bulldogs, whom are 
available to visit veterans of all branches of the United States 
Armed Forces.  The English bulldog is the United States 
Marine Corps mascot. It was only fitting that they both have 
names steeped in Marine Corps history. Opha Mae was 
named after the first woman who enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps.  Opha Mae Johnson joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve in 1918. Reckless was named after Staff Sergeant 
Reckless, a Mongolian mare, whose heroic endeared her so 
much to the Marine Corps that there was a statue of her place 
at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Quantico 
Virginia. She was also buried with full military honors at Camp 
Pendleton in California. Both Opha Mae and Reckless are  

Emmaus Veterans Committee 

 

 

  The Emmaus Veterans Committee is made up of veterans 

from the Catholic War Vets, the VFW, the American Legion, 
and the Marine Corps League. The purpose of this committee 
is for all Emmaus veterans organizations to gather and ensure 
the needs of local veterans and their families are being taken 
care of. 

The committee’s activities include, but are not limited to: 

 replacing the flags at veterans gravesites, multiple 
times a year 

 organizing the Emmaus Memorial Day Activities 

 

 

 Once a year a flag retirement ceremony is held, in which old and tattered flags collected from gravesites, 
veterans groups, and civilian contributors are properly retired. The ashes of those flags are later collected and 
spread around the veterans cemeteries. 

The Emmaus Veterans Committee also has an Honor Guard. This is a group of local veterans, which volunteer their time 
to perform military funerals for fallen veterans at the gravesite, including the playing of taps and a gun salute. They will 
also perform services inside the funeral home per the request of the family. There is no payment requested but donations 
are accepted. If you would like a military service at a loved one's funeral, please let the funeral director know and contact 
the committee either at the following link, (http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/ or email 
Commandant Jason Smith. 

 

 

 
available to visit veterans in hospitals, nursing homes, or private residences.  They will wear one of their four Marine 
Corps uniforms; Dress Blues Uniform, Service Charlie Uniform, Green Camouflage Uniform, or Desert Camouflage 
Uniform.  The choice is yours.  There is no cost for this service as these men and women have already given 
enough. Opha Mae's certifications are available upon request, Reckless is currently undergoing training for his, and their 
license and shot records are available upon request. Anyone interested in requesting Opha’s services can either go to the 
following link (http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae-and-reckless/) or e-mail Commandant Jason Smith. 
 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/
http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae-and-reckless/

