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The Sitrep 
Current 

Elected/Appointed 

Officers 

 
• Commandant- 

  Jason Smith 

 

• Sr. Vice 

  Commandant- 

  Howard Cooper 

 

• Judge Advocate- 

  Robert Hoffman Jr.  

 

• Paymaster- 

  Terry Keiser 

 

• Chaplain- 

  Charles Helfrich 

    

• Sgt. At Arms- 

   Fred Babcock 

 

 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed last month’s newsletter. As I mentioned before this will be a 

monthly occurrence used to both inform membership and to just keep in touch with one 

another with something fun. 

In order to truly make this the detachment’s newsletter I will need assistance from 

everybody. I will be adding sections, listing birthdays, showing pictures from our past, as 

well as members/family of members who are in distress. This will not work without 

participation from everyone. If you have any information pertaining to these areas please 

share. 

Last month I asked for contact information as well as your birthdays. There are still 

members that have not gotten back to me. This information will not just be used for the 

newsletter, but also a complete roster will help the detachment function better. 

On a good note, we held our first meeting at our temporary location this past month. I can 

only speak for myself, but I feel that the Emmaus VFW is a vast improvement on our 

previous location, and I am strongly considering it as my vote for our permanent home. 

Remember you have until our June meeting to make other suggestions. 

Elections were held and I would like to congratulate our newly elected officers. I would 

also like to congratulate Charlie Helfrich, whom I will be appointing Chaplain, and Michael 

Donatacci, whom I will be appointing Sgt. At Arms. Both the elected and appointed 

officers will be installed at our next meeting. 

Message from the CP 

 

Meeting Minutes 
There were several items covered during this month’s meeting  

 Elections were held and the following officers will be installed next month 

 Commandant – Jason Smith 

 Sr. Vice Commandant - Fred Babcock 

 Jr. Vice Commandant – Howard Cooper 

 Judge Advocate – Joseph Malia 

 Paymaster – Terry Keiser 
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This Month’s 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

- Emil Margine joined the      

  MCL in Feb of ‘99 

 

- Dale Seidel joined the  

  MCL in Feb. of ‘09 

 The detachment was informed that the Autism Walk will be held April 20, 2013. 

We typically supply a color guard for this event. As of the end of the meeting we 

had three volunteers, Jason Smith, Fred Babcock, and Ron Thompson. We are 

in need of one more volunteer for the color guard, although anyone can come out 

and support the cause. 

 It was brought to the attention of the detachment that the 3rd annual " Celtic 

Classic Parade of Shamrocks" will be held in Bethlehem on March 16th, and they 

will be dedicating an entire division to the US Armed Forces. We will need a 

minimum of four volunteers to walk in the parade. As of the end of the meeting 

we only had two definite volunteers; Fred Babcock and Ron Thompson. 

 It was decided that Fred Babcock will look into getting information on new 

detachment colors as they are in need of replacement. 

 It was voted that John Reppert will look into pricing, size, and location of a 

newspaper ad for recruitment. 

 It was brought to the detachment’s attention that we should be in possession of 

several rifles. I will personally be looking into this issue and try to get it resolved 

in a timely manner. 

 Last but not least it was brought to my attention that there are Marines that would 

like to come to the meetings but can’t attend due to driving restrictions. Marines 

DO NOT leave men behind. If you would like to attend please contact me and I 

will try to find a ride for you. 

 

Meeting Minutes Continued 

 

The following Members or family members are either ill or in distress. I would 

personally like to say that you are in my thoughts and if there is anything the 

detachment can do for you please let me know. 

 Clifford Benner’s wife has been ill 

 Robert Fick had to have his leg amputated 

 Robert Hoffman’s wife has been in the hospital, and his son has been diagnosed 

with Cancer 

 Russell Gross is battling the effects of dementia 

Wounded or in distress 
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Healthy Living                                                                                           

 

� 

Move More 

Inactivity and the loss of muscle mass as you get older can accelerate the aging process. 
The age-related changes in muscle quantity and quality that occur -- even down to the 
cellular level -- can be counteracted by staying active. 
 
Certified trainer Keith Scott, owner of Impact Training & Fitness in West Berlin, New 
Jersey, urges his clients to engage in simple tasks to get themselves moving. 
 
"Going for a walk the first thing in the morning is an excellent way to increase general 
movement," he said. "In the spring and summer, I encourage clients to work on their 
yards by cleaning up, gardening or weeding. Activities like yard work encourage multiple 
movements that are simple yet great ways to move. Squatting, walking, bending, lifting 
[and so forth] are just some of the movements that are done in a few hours' worth of yard 
work." 

Read more: http://www.livestrong.com/article/545201-5-daily-habits-for-living-
longer/#ixzz2JcKxvNsl 

This month in the Corps 

  6 February 1968: Two reduced Marine battalions, the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines with 

two companies, and 2d Battalion, 5th Marines with three, recaptured Hue's hospital, 

jail, and provincial headquarters. It would take three more weeks of intense house to 

house fighting, and nearly a thousand Marines killed and wounded, before the 

imperial city was secured. 

 15 February 1998: One hundred years ago this date, 28 Marines and 232 seamen 

lost their lives when the battleship Maine was mysteriously sunk by an explosion in 

the harbor of Havana, Cuba. Though no definitive evidence linked the Spanish with 

the sinking, the cry went up, "Remember the Maine!", and by late April the U.S. and 

Spain were at war. 

 23 February 1945: Four days after the initial landings on Iwo Jima, 1stLt Harold G. 

Schrier led 40 men from Company E, 2d Battalion, 28th Marines, up Mt. Suribachi to 

secure the crest and raise the small American flag that battalion commander LtCol 

Chandler Johnson had given Schrier. Within an hour, the patrol reached the rim of 

the crater. After a short fire-fight with Japanese defenders emerging from several 

caves, the small American flag was attached to an iron pipe and raised over the 

island. 

 28 February 1991: Operation Desert Storm ended when the cease- fire declared by 

President George Bush went into effect. I Marine Expeditionary Force has a strength 

of more than 92,000 making Operation Desert Storm the largest Marine Corps 

operation in history .A total of 24 Marines were killed in action during the Gulf War. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

- Detachment Meeting 

Emmaus VFW #7088 

316 Main St. 

Emmaus, PA 

Feb. 27
th

 @ 19:30 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=marine+corps+workout&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1cJHuKv6NjYOtM&tbnid=1pPiW9c7al-IrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myfrugalfitness.com%2F2011%2F04%2Flosing-weight-training-for-marine-corps.html&ei=MT4LUbWvPOjl0QHhroDoCA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNHIIqIVMASf9n2otlib5tnMJgen7w&ust=1359776594633699
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=marine+corps+workout&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1cJHuKv6NjYOtM&tbnid=1pPiW9c7al-IrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myfrugalfitness.com%2F2011%2F04%2Flosing-weight-training-for-marine-corps.html&ei=MT4LUbWvPOjl0QHhroDoCA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNHIIqIVMASf9n2otlib5tnMJgen7w&ust=1359776594633699
http://www.livestrong.com/article/545201-5-daily-habits-for-living-longer/#ixzz2JcKxvNsl
http://www.livestrong.com/article/545201-5-daily-habits-for-living-longer/#ixzz2JcKxvNsl
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Memories from our past 
This will be a monthly installment of our newsletter where I would like to be able to share past 

experiences we had while serving in our beloved corps. Please submit photos to me and I will try to 

include what I can. There will be two shown each month, and I will put them up in the order I 

receive them. If you can’t get me electronic photos, I can scan original photos and then get them 

back to you. I ensure you I will treat your photos as if they were my own. I really believe this will be 

a fun way to look into each other’s past.      If you would like to submit a little write up I will include it 

below the pictures. The photos above were taken while I was in Kuwait, right before the beginning 

of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Marine Corps League 
Detachment 296 

 
SOME PEOPLE SPEND 
AN ENTIRE LIFETIME 
WONDERING IF THEY 
MADE A DIFFERENCE 
IN THE WORLD. BUT, 
THE MARINES DON'T 

HAVE THAT PROBLEM.  
RONALD REAGAN, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES; 1985 

Commandant Jason M. Smith 
(484) 553-5237 
Jmsmith91081@yahoo.com 
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