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July 2016 

 The Sitrep 

Next Detachment 
Meeting: 

Emmaus VFW 
#7088 

316 Main St. 
Emmaus, PA 

July 27th @ 1930 
 

Editor: Jason Smith (jmsmith91081@yahoo.com or 484-553-5237) 
 
 

Visit us at: http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
 

 I hope everyone is enjoying their summers. The next month looks to be a 
somewhat slow one, so I hope everyone takes this time to enjoy yourselves and your 
families. I personally want to thank you for all the sacrifices you members make in order 
to help our organization grow and thrive. Without each member’s support, we would not 
be able to achieve everything we do. 

 Our Detachment Picnic is coming up in August. If you haven’t already please 
RSVP with Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci. His contact information is located on the 
second to last page of the newsletter. This event is not members only, so families are 
welcome as well. Children are also invited. I look forward to seeing you and your families 
there. 

 Our partnership with Heartland Hospice is starting to grow.  A couple of our 
members have already began the training process, with a couple more started soon. 
Joining Heartland will allow us to further our community service, and let our veterans 
know that we care about them. If you would like any further information on the training, 
please contact Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci or myself. 

 

 

Message from the CP 

 

Meeting Minutes  

 

 

 Commandant Smith reported on the success of all the events the past month, 
including the Carwash and the Traditions of Hanover Visit.  
 As previously reported the Car Wash was a great success.  
 The Traditions of Hanover visit went well. The attendance at this event was a little 

on the low side but the members there put in a lot of effort. 
 There was a reminder of the Breinigsville Fireworks Extravaganza on July 2nd and the 

event at the Velodrome on July 8th. 
 

mailto:jmsmith91081@yahoo.com
http://www.lvmcl.com/
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This Month’s 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

-Warren Achey joined 

the MCL in July of ‘10 

 

- David Hanssen joined 

the MCL in July of ‘14 

 

- Carlton Kiser joined 

the MCL in July of ‘85 

 

- James Krauss joined 

the MCL in July of ‘00 

 

- Stanley Schaffer joined 

the MCL in July of ‘99 

 

- William Weider joined 

the MCL in July of ‘14 

 

- Bob Hoffman turns 76 

on July 18th  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On July 1st, Heartland Hospice will be sponsoring an event at the Praxis Alzheimer’s 
Facility at 1430. A couple of members present volunteered to assist. 

 Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci wanted to recognize and thank Associate Member 
Ron Heckman for his donation to the picnic 

 A reminder went out that if you haven’t already please RSVP to Sr. Vice 
Commandant Donatacci. You can either email him, Donatacci@gmail.com, or call 
him, (908) 217-3512. Your families are welcome, children included. 

 Chaplain Malia mentioned a report from channel 69 news about the marine that 
went missing last year, later found murdered. One of the men found responsible was 
convicted. He mentioned this story to remind the membership to keep an eye out for 
our fellow veterans. 

 It was decided that Sgt-at-Arms Tony Reed should get a spare spearhead for our 
Detachment Colors. The original one we had was broken at the Carwash and we 
currently are using our spare. 

 Reports From Standing Committees 
 PR Committee 

 Newsletters were submitted for both the Department and National 
Competitions 

 The Website is up to date and a link to the Semper Fi Store will be added to 
our links section. 

 If any member has a veteran related website they would like added to our 
links section please submit them to the PR Committee member and we will 
review it. 

 Picnic Committee 
 We will be having a 50/50 drawing 
 Detachment member Kimberly Fitzpatrick will have a custom patriotic quilt, 

made and donated by a company her sister runs, available to be auctioned 
off. All proceeds will go to Detachment 296 

 If anybody else has something they would like to contribute to the picnic 
please let us know so we can get the word out to the membership. 

 Funeral Committee 
 There was nothing new to report. 

 Detachment member David Hanssen asked if we have heard anything about Marine 
Corps Ball Celebrations coming up. We will be gathering information on this topic 
and will be sharing it with the detachment in the near future. 

 There were two special guest speakers present 
 Paul Fiske, from the Mid-Atlantic Region Veterans Resource Center, was 

present to discuss the new center. 
 The planning for this center has begun over twenty years ago 
 A mission statement was handed out to the members present, and 

reviewed. 
 The board will be made of all veterans 
 It will be a resource center open to veterans and their families 

 Paul Spurgin, from Keystone Warriors discussed what the mission of their 
organization is. 
 He shared a couple of stories of how they have assisted veterans in need 
 He also mentioned the need for volunteers for events. 

 We will be working closely with these two groups in the future, see keep your 
eyes out for further information. 

 The viewing of the movie “Tanks: A Century of Dominating the Battlefield”, was 
postponed until next month due to technical difficulties with the T.V. 

 It was announced that we are running low on MCL Roses and the price of the roses 
is $35.00 per gross, a gross is 144 roses. The roses will be out at all our events, 
similar to the VFW poppies. 

 A motion was made and seconded to buy 10 gross of the roses 

 The motion passed 17 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions  

 
 

 

Meeting Minutes  
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Upcoming Events 

 

- July 2nd Breinigsville 

Fireworks Show at 

Earl Adams Memorial 

Park. The show starts 

at 1900 but we will be 

there around 1500 to 

set up. 

 

- USA Night at the 

Velodrome on July 8th. 

The time of the event 

is 1930. 

 

- Monthly detachment 

meeting to be held 

July 27th and is set to 

begin @ 1930 

 

- The Second 

Heartland Hospice 

Group Training 

Session will be held 

July 30th and is set to 

begin @ 0900. 

 

- Marine Corps 

League National 

Convention will be 

held Aug. 7-12 in 

Tulsa, OK. 

 

- Detachment Rose 

Sale at the 

Trexlertown Wal-Mart 

on Sept. 17th and 18th 

from 1000 - 1500 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paymaster’s Report 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes Cont.…. 

 

 

 It was reported that the second day of the Heartland Hospice training would be on 
July 30th, running from 0900 – 1500. 
 If anybody would like to take the first class, and catch-up to the first group, 

Heartland is very flexible and will try their best to accommodate you. Contact Sr. 
Vice Donatacci and he will get you on the right path.  

 The benefits, to our detachment, while working through this program were further 
discussed. 

 Detachment member Kimberly Fitzpatrick mentioned that on August 2nd Coplay Town 
Watch would be having their National Night Out. Many organizations have tables at 
the event and she mentioned that she would have a table there for us. More 
information on time and location will be forthcoming. 

 The meeting closed with a moment of silence for USMC Captain Jeff Kuss. Captain 
Kuss is the Blue Angel pilot whose plane crashed during training on June 2nd. 

Welcome Aboard 

 

 

Detachment 296 gained a new member. E. Dale 

Layos served as a Navy Corpsmen 2nd Class with 

2nd Battalion 3rd Marine Division in 1967 and 1968 

during Vietnam. Dale later made a career change 

and started in the aviation electronics field. He is 

excited about becoming a member and being 

around the Corps again. 

 

Wounded or in Distress 

 

 

Detachment member Hank Tomasko was recently 
seeing a doctor for a heart problem. He was having 
issues with the VA finding coverage, but the issue 
has now been taken care of. Please keep Hank 
and his family in your thoughts. 

 As of 7/1/16 the money market account has a 

balance of $3,339.14 

 As of 7/1/16 the checking account has an 

available balance of $2,613.70 

Congratulations EHS Physical Fitness Teams 

 

 

Congratulations to the Emmaus High School Youth Physical Fitness Teams for their 
efforts in San Diego in this year's Marine Corps League YPF Competition. The men's 
team came in first place nationally and the women's team came in second, to Bethpage 
High School. This is the men’s 12th National Championship, they also scored a school 
record high 2,395 points. In addition, Senior Meghan Cilento won an individual 
championship by setting the national record of 420 points. 
 
The following is a link to an article in the East Penn Press announcing their 
accomplishment: 
http://eastpenn.thelehighvalleypress.com/2016/06/29/ehs-boys-fitness-best-nation 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=navy+corpsman&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=620&tbm=isch&tbnid=dqUtftxIxwtBmM:&imgrefurl=http://www.corpsman.com/2009/06/happy-birthday-to-the-one-and-only-navy-hospital-corps-happy-b-day-docs/&docid=5hQHi5cTSFM_3M&imgurl=http://www.corpsman.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/Docs-Training.jpg&w=3504&h=2336&ei=fVwHUfXOFoX50gHGk4Fw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:10,s:0,i:177&iact=rc&dur=568&sig=112433232026892480117&page=1&tbnh=183&tbnw=252&start=0&ndsp=16&tx=199.20001220703125&ty=77
http://eastpenn.thelehighvalleypress.com/2016/06/29/ehs-boys-fitness-best-nation
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Detachment 296 sponsored a visit to Traditions of Hanover Senior 
Living Center on June 12th. This visit was a combined effort between 
the Detachment, Heartland Hospice Care, and The Warriors Watch 
Riders ECPA. The visit was a great success. First, we served the 
residents’ lunch, then the veteran residents present were given 
certificates thanking them for their service, then the Riders took some 
of the residents on motorcycle rides, and the visit closed with the 
singing of the National Anthem. I can't say thank you enough to the 
Riders, this visit would not have been a success without their support.  

 

After Action Report 

 

 
Traditions of Hanover Visit 
http://www.lvmcl.com/traditions-of-hanover-visit-61216-1/ 

I look forward to working together with them at future events. - Commandant Jason M Smith 

 
A Message From The National Commandant  

 

From 

June 28 2016 
  
Marines: 
     Sorry about the delay between messages but just let it be said that we have been busy. You may already have heard 
that there has been a lot of changes that have taken place at HQ. I will not get into the details of the transitions except to 
tell you that they have been beneficial to all of the members and allowed the league to move forward in the proper way to 
serve you. 
     Johanna Hill from membership, was terminated and replaced. Meg Thoburn adjutant/paymaster, resigned. Debbie 
Smith merchandise, resigned. These issues alone resulted in positive changes being made which resulted in savings in 
money and an increase in productivity mainly through the work habits of their replacements. 
     Our Comptroller Paul Hastings was replaced after many years of dedicated service by William Smith from the Dept. of 
Georgia. This is another positive change as he is a CPA and understands what his duties are to the membership. Allan 
Ferguson is remaining as the Asst. Comptroller and will handle the book work at National in concert with William Smith. 
Bernard Heaney has been appointed as National Auditor, Bernie is a retired IRS forensic Auditor and he is preparing to do 
an audit of the HQ books with the assistance of Allen, Bill, and Tom. 
     Another event that will be happening in the near future is a new publisher will be hired for the "SEMPER FI" Magazine. 
We have been operating at an approximate loss of $250,000. per year for quite a while now and were told to expect to 
continue to lose for many reasons. After much searching and discussion, we have agreed with Hammock Publishing to 
transition from them and are set to work with Chipotle Publishing, LLC., from Henderson, NV. who has literally assured us 
of a quality magazine with more pages, better paper and more advertisements for a decrease in costs in the production of 
our Semper Fi Magazine. Chipotle is projecting a break even figure after the first year. We are not interested in an award 
winning magazine, but, I bet we will have one within a few years. A proposed contract from Chipotle Publishing, LLC. will 
soon be presented to the Board of Trustees for approval. 
     So, with the same number of employees as what we did have before the changes and the cost savings between 
salaries and magazine publishers, we are looking at a cost savings close to $400,000 annually. This is what you 
mandated from us and I hope you like the results thus far. Some really hard work is still ahead of us, but now that the 
barriers have been removed we are confident of continued success in the future; I just do not know why these issues were 
not corrected before we got into this situation. 
     Your Board of Trustees and the Executive Director and myself look forward to seeing you at Convention in Tulsa, Ok. 
     NEWS FLASH!  Our 37th Commandant of the Marine Corps, General Robert B. Neller, has accepted the invitation of 
the National Commandant and the Marine Corps League and will appear at our National Convention in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
as our Guest of Honor!  
                                                                                      -"Semper Fi" 

Richard D. Gore, Sr. 
National Commandant 

Marine Corps League 

http://www.lvmcl.com/traditions-of-hanover-visit-61216-1/
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Marine Corps League 
Detachment 296 

 
Official Website: 
http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
Commandant Jason M. Smith 
(484) 553-5237 
Jmsmith91081@yahoo.com 
 

Sr. Vice Commandant Michael Donatacci 
(908) 217-3512 
Donatacci@gmail.com 

 

 

Independence Day Quote 
 

“Freedom has its l ife in the 
hearts, the actions, the spirit  of 

men and so it must be daily 
earned and refreshed else l ike a 

f lower cut from its l ife giving 
roots, it wil l wither and die.”  

 
- Dwight D. Eisenhower  

 

Detachment Sgt at Arms Anthony Reed 

attaching the external power unit to a 

helicopter, during his time on Active Duty 

 

Blast From The Past 
 

http://www.lvmcl.com/
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 Visit with Opha Mae and Reckless 

 

 

Opha Mae and Reckless are English bulldogs, whom are 
available to visit veterans of all branches of the United States 
Armed Forces.  The English bulldog is the United States 
Marine Corps mascot. It was only fitting that they both have 
names steeped in Marine Corps history. Opha Mae was 
named after the first woman who enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps.  Opha Mae Johnson joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve in 1918. Reckless was named after Staff Sergeant 
Reckless, a Mongolian mare, whose heroic endeared her so 
much to the Marine Corps that there was a statue of her place 
at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Quantico 
Virginia. She was also buried with full military honors at Camp 
Pendleton in California. Both Opha Mae and Reckless are  

Emmaus Veterans Committee 

 

 

  The Emmaus Veterans Committee is made up of veterans 

from the Catholic War Vets, the VFW, the American Legion, 
and the Marine Corps League. The purpose of this committee 
is for all Emmaus veterans organizations to gather and ensure 
the needs of local veterans and their families are being taken 
care of. 

The committee’s activities include, but are not limited to: 

 replacing the flags at veterans gravesites, multiple 
times a year 

 organizing the Emmaus Memorial Day Activities 

 

 

 Once a year a flag retirement ceremony is held, in which old and tattered flags collected from gravesites, 
veterans groups, and civilian contributors are properly retired. The ashes of those flags are later collected and 
spread around the veterans cemeteries. 

The Emmaus Veterans Committee also has an Honor Guard. This is a group of local veterans, which volunteer their time 
to perform military funerals for fallen veterans at the gravesite, including the playing of taps and a gun salute. They will 
also perform services inside the funeral home per the request of the family. There is no payment requested but donations 
are accepted. If you would like a military service at a loved one's funeral, please let the funeral director know and contact 
the committee either at the following link, (http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/ or email 
Commandant Jason Smith. 

 

 

 
available to visit veterans in hospitals, nursing homes, or private residences.  They will wear one of their four Marine 
Corps uniforms; Dress Blues Uniform, Service Charlie Uniform, Green Camouflage Uniform, or Desert Camouflage 
Uniform.  The choice is yours.  There is no cost for this service as these men and women have already given 
enough. Opha Mae's certifications are available upon request, Reckless is currently undergoing training for his, and their 
license and shot records are available upon request. Anyone interested in requesting Opha’s services can either go to the 
following link (http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae-and-reckless/) or e-mail Commandant Jason Smith. 
 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/
http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae-and-reckless/

