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As my term of office comes to an end it has been very educational, exciting and 
at times stressful.  A lot has transpired this past year and I have to say that the 
Department is holding its own.   Financially we are doing well and we have a 
few areas we need to work on.  As always recruiting and retention are areas that 
need attention.  We must find ways to grow our League.  Also, we need a few 
good members to step up and think about running for Department Elected Offic-
es.  We are losing a fine Officer, Senior Vice Eric Fussennegger, as he has al-
ready made his intentions known not to run for office again.  So I ask, if you 
have any interest in being a Department Elected Officer, please step up and help 
your Department.   
 
As I announced at the Spring Quarterly meeting, I am running for a second term. 
I hope that I have done a good job and have earned your vote for a second time.  
There will be a lot going on at our Department Convention in State College this 
year and I hope to see a great turnout.  Being more on the west side of the state; 
hopefully a lot of the Detachments in that section of the state will be sending a 
lot of members to the Convention.  
 
Also, I ask that you sell as many Veterans and Youth tickets as possible so that 
we can award more monies to the students who apply and are accepted for those 
scholarships.   The past couple of year’s sales have been down and with a seem-
ingly improving economy; it would be great to increase our program.   
 
Finally, anyone wishing to be involved as an appointed officer, we have plenty 
of positions and if you have any interest please contact me and let me know. 
 

 
  

  

 
 

Department Commandant James Powell (usmc80@comcast.net or  215-801-0432) 

Department Newsletter Editor  Liz McCleaster  (lmccleaster@ltk.com or 267-736-5066) 
 
 

Fall Meeting:  October 16—17, 2015  Headquarters Building 

VOLUME 72,  ISSUE 4   

 
SUMMER 2015 2014 National Newsletter Competition -  1st PLACE WINNER 

2013 National Newsletter Competition -  3rd Place Winner 

KEYSTONE LEATHERNECK  

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE OF PENNSYLVANIA, INC 

INS IDE THIS ISSUE:  

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 

WWW.PAMCLEAGUE.ORG 

Commandant’s Message  1 

Dept of PA Chief of Staff 
Message 

 2 

The Start of Camp Lejeune  5 

 
Samuel Nicholas:  Our 1st 
Commandant’s Memorial 

 6 

Social Security Benefits 
Update > Little Known 
Facts 

20 

Burn Pit Exposure Update 
> SIGAR Final Report 

22 

Burn Pit Exposure Update 
> SIGAR Final Report 

22 

Persian Gulf Conflict Veter-
ans’ Benefit Program 

24-
25 

 
US Army Public Health 
Command—Environmental   
Medicine Chemical Warfare 
Agents 

26 

More News Throughout this 
Newsletter   

News Reports throughout from     
MGySgt John W. Zaengle, Stand-
ting Stone, Ohio Valley, Northeast-
ern, Patriot, Smedley D. Butler, 
Lewis B. Puller, Delaware County, 
Forbes Trail, Chester County, All 
Divisions, Upper Darby, Central  
Bucks and Washington County 
Detachments  

Vets in Recovery PTSD and 

Substance Abuse 

Support Group Mee ng 

Every Wednesday Evening 

pg 8 

Semper Fidelis, 
Jim Powell 

 
 
 
 

Commandant  
Department of Pennsylvania, Inc. 



Page 2 

 

 

VOLUME 72,  ISSUE 4   The Keystone Leatherneck 

A Note of Department of  Pennsylvania  
      Chief of Staff Bill Miller…. 
 

Marines, 

 

We can finally say goodbye to winter and cold temperatures.  Summer is here, OOH
-RAH!  I did enjoy the one day of spring. 

 

I assume that all detachments have held their elections and officer installations by 
now.  We`re gearing up for the Department Convention being held at the State Col-
lege Days Inn beginning on 24 June and ending 27 June. I have been to this Days 
Inn and I can tell you that it`s an outstanding venue for our Convention this year 
and next. I`m personally looking forward to it since I missed last years Convention 
in Wilkes Barre due to the unfortunate mishap that my wife had with her car. I spent 
the rest of the year taking care of her which was my duty and obligation.  She`s do-
ing fine and almost back to normal.  It`s been an experience to say the least. 

 

I don`t know much about the area or things to do, however, there is a military mu-
seum on the outskirts of town that might be worth looking into.  I`m sure the hotel 
will recommend lots of things to do.  I’m looking forward to seeing a lot of Marines 
onboard from all four corners of the State.  We`ll have a lot of business to conduct 
over the four day period including elections for office.  Since we went from five dis-
tricts to ten, it`s been a real challenge finding District Vices and Assistants to cover 
all ten districts.   

 

Marines, please give some serious thought about stepping up to the plate and tak-
ing a few swings at being an elected or appointed officer in our beloved Marine 
Corps League Department of Pennsylvania. We are the best Department in the 
League and the one all others look up to.  I`m proud to say that I`m from the great 
State of Pennsylvania and especially the Department of Pennsylvania Marine Corps 
League, as well as the Military Order of the Devil Dogs Pennsylvania Pack, Woof 
Woof. 

 

Enjoy the summer and hopefully I`ll see you at the Department Convention. 

 

Semper Fi 

Bill Miller 
Chief of Staff 
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STANDING STONE DETACHMENT #1117 - STANDING TALL 
 

Standing Stone Detachment, Huntingdon, participated in the annual Armed Forces Day ceremo-
ny on May 16, 2015.  Held at the James E. Van Zandt Medical Center, Altoona, the Detachment 
and other veterans’ organizations laid wreaths at the Wall of Healing in memory of those who 
served in the military and especially those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.  

 

Pictured in the photo in red blazers from the left are Marine Corps League members Glenn Hen-
ney, the oldest Marine in the unit at 88, Jay Buchanan, commandant, and John Benson, who is 
legally blind.  Missing from the photo but present was Wayne Richards, chaplain.  To the right of 
Buchanan is Lloyd Peck, Marine Corps Korean War veteran and chairman of the Armed Forces 
Day Committee. 

 

Kneeling are members of the Marine Corps Recruiting team serving the State College, Altoona, 
and Dubois region.  From left:  LCpl Wilkes; Sgt Ball; Sgt Boff; SSgt Keagy; and PFC Stigers.  
Standing behind the Marine Corps League members are “poolees”, those young men and wom-
en who have enlisted in the Corps and are awaiting orders to report to boot camp. 
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The Start of Camp Lejeune 
  
Camp Lejeune started September 1941, when the "1st Marine Division" set up camp in the mid-
dle of a sandy pine forest along the Atlantic Seaboard of Onslow County, North Carolina.  A 
tobacco barn, a farm house and a temporary tent city have grown into a 246-square mile 
premier military training facility.  The War Department purchased an initial 110,000 acre 
tract of land. 
  
On May 1st,1941 Lt Col. William P.T. Hill, was ordered by the 17th Commandant, Lt Gen. 
(then Major General) "Thomas Holcomb" to establish and assume command of the base, known 
as Marine Barracks, New River, North Carolina. 
  
His original headquarters was located Montford Point and in August of 1942 it was moved to 
Building #1 at Hadnot Point , where it remains today. Near the end of 1942, the base took on 
the name of "Camp Lejeune", named in honor of the 13th Commandant and Commanding Gen-
eral of the 2nd Army Division in World War I, Major Gen. John A. Lejeune. 
  
General John A. Lejeune pass away November 20,1942  in Baltimore City, Maryland at Un-
ion Memorial Hospital of cancer. 
   
Attach pictures are of my father 1942 at Camp Lejeune when it was tent city. 
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List of  Department Officers as of  June 28, 2014: 
 
Commandant:            Adjutant: 

James Powell  usmc80@comcast.net   Dave Brady   pamcl.adjutant@outlook.com 

Sr. Vice Commandant:          Paymaster: 

Eric Fussenegger   1.shortfuse@verizon.net  Bob Ziltz  marine1975@comcast.net 

Jr. Vice Commandant:          Chaplain:   

Tom Hazlett  twhaz@comcast.net   Johnny Gill  Prd2BaVNV@aol.com 

Judge Advocate:            Jr. Past Department Commandant: 

Brian Natali  bnatali@zoominternet.net   Gordy Sheriff  GESheriff1812@comcast.net 

District 1            District 6    

Dan Condron dcon@verizon.net    Bill Foster  jwfoster1962@verizon.net 

District 2            District 7   

Joe Kier  joseph.kier@verizon.net   I.J. ‘Duffy’ Hines   duffyd7mcl@reaganemail.com 

District 3            District 8 

Joseph Pokojni, Sr.   jpokojni@rcn.com   Dave Radaker   kdradaker@verizon.net 

District 4            District 9 

Brian Travis    jaggerhall@msn.com   Ben Witt   ben_witt@LORD.com 

District 5               District 10    

Dean Beaver   dtbeavertft@windstream.net  James Walters    waltersusmc@comcast.net  

Chief of Staff      Aide-de-Camp  

Bill Miller  billjae2@verizon.net    Hank Fiola  mtacs2@verizon.net 

PNC Paul Hastings  PHasti4321@aol.com  Sgt-At -Arms Bob Sundling   infidelbob@gmail.com 

E-Mail Addresses  are Hyperlinked for your Convenience 

All Detachment Newsletter Editors should take note of Department of Pennsylvania M.C.L. By-Laws 
(Enclosure Two), which spell out the criteria for newsletter recognition at the state level. 

Especially note that copies of Detachment Newsletters are to be sent to the Department Commandant, the 
Department Senior Vice Commandant, and the Department Public Affairs Officer. 

 

Also send newsletters to the Keystone Leatherneck Editor via e-mail or snail mail. 
Keystone Leatherneck  Keystone Leatherneck   Keystone Leatherneck 

Jim Powell /Commandant  Eric Fussenegger/Sr. Vice Commandant Liz McCleaster/ Public Affairs Officer  

210 Leeds Court   316 Martingale Circle   36 Hillcrest Avenue, 1st Floor 

New Hope, PA  18938-1087 Coatesville, PA  19320-4663  Erdenheim, PA  19038 

Email: usmc80@comcast.net Email: 1.shortfuse@verizon.net  E-Mail: lmccleaster@ltk.com 

Phone:  215.801.0432  Phone:  717.877.7965   Phone:  Phone: 267.736.5066 

 

Keystone Leatherneck  

Dave Brady/Adjutant 

993 Marbrook Lane 

York, PA  17404 

E-Mail:  pamcl.adjutant@outlook.com 
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Vets in Recovery 
PTSD 

and 

Substance Abuse 

Support Group Mee ng 
Every Wednesday Evening 

7:30‐8:30 pm 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 

3768 Germantown Pike 

Collegeville, PA 19426 

(corner of Germantown Pike and Evansburg 

Road) 
Chaired by members of 

Disabled American Veterans, Chapter 25 

davchapter25@hotmail.com 

NEWS FOR YOUSE…… 
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.MGySgt. JOHN W. ZAENGLE DETACHMENT 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

AFTER ACTION REPORT 

DATE: March 15, 2015 

 

EVENT: Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

 

 LOCATION:  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Glenside, Pa 

 

PARTICIPATING:  Adjutant Tim Illingworth, Dave Twining and Jim Fay Sr. 

 

EVENT SUMMARY: Detachment participated to honor Troop 48’s 85th Eagle Scout, Eric Wacker. Ceremony 
began at 1400 hrs. with the posting of the colors. Eric’s Eagle Scout project was having a car wash to raise 
money to send packages to our soldiers overseas. He was also able to send donations to the Wounded 
Warriors Project. We thanked him for helping our brothers and sisters in uniform and presented him with our 
Eagle Scout Certificate of Appreciation for attaining the Rank of Eagle Scout along with a letter from our 
Commandant.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Is a Veteran You Know at Risk  

Is a Veteran You Know at Risk of Losing Housing? Call VA Now. VA has 
comprehensive programs to prevent and eliminate Veteran homeless-
ness. Contact VA’s National Call Center for Homeless Veterans at 1-877-
4AID-VET. You will reach a trained VA responder who can connect you 
with the resources VA offers through these and many other programs. 
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 ALL DIVISIONS DETACHMENT  ON  PARADE 
  IN HUMLEVILLE/PENNDEL!!! 
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Upper Darby and General Smedley D. Butler  

 Detachments on the Range! 
 

Shooters from the Upper Darby and General Smedley Butler Detachments got 
together to shoot our first National MCL Postal Match.  Next year we will bring 
all local detachments in for a half match as we have done in the past. 

  

Thanks to the Delaware County Field and Stream Club for allowing us to shoot 
without a fee. 

  

Earle Drake 
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The Exchange Club of Carlisle named James R. Wash-
ington Jr., Executive Director of Hope Station, as the 
recipient of the 2014 Molly Pitcher Award as Carlisle's 
Citizen of the Year. 
 
According to the club, the Molly Pitcher award honors 
local citizens who have made extraordinary and out-
standing volunteer contributions to their church, their 
country, their community and their profession.  
Washington was honored with a reception and dinner 
March 6, 2015 at the Holland Union Building at Dickin-
son College. 
 
Pictured is Jim (on right) receiving  award from John D. Murray Presi-
dent of the Carlisle Exchange Club  

Ohio Valley Detachment #882 Adjutant, Gary Fa-
role, presents the K-Bar Award at Carnegie Mellon 
University NROTC to Christopher Klein.  This is the 
Department of PA "Gung Ho" Award (a K-Bar). This 
is given to the top Naval ROTC Midshipman that will 
become a Marine Officer after graduation. This 
award is given at 4 Universities throughout the 
State of PA. Bill Miller just presented one at Penn 
State on April 29th. 
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MNCVA RECEIVES DINNER IN HONOR OF SERVICES…..  
 

The Staff of the Frank C. Videon Funeral Home presented a din-
ner  honoring the Marple Newtown Combined Veterans Alliance (MNCVA) on 
Wednesday, May 20, 2015.  The dinner was held for approximately 50 veter-
ans (and guests) that regularly participate in the grave-side Honor Guards 
that provide military funeral honors for deceased veterans.  The dinner was 
held at The Porch at the Lamb Tavern, a local Springfield restaurant.  

  

For many years the Combined Veterans Alliance has filled in to provide 
Military Honors where active duty and reserve honor guards are not available 
to provide these serves.  Often the MNCVA provide 150-200 HonorGuards 
per year. Under Federal law all veterans are eligible to have a military funer-
al.  The Combined Veterans Alliance was formed to fill the gap when active 
duty or reserve contingents are not available. 

  

The host for the dinner was David Videon, the brother of Frank C. Vide-
on.  He and his staff know many of the MNCVA members because of working 
together to provide final honors for deceased veterans.  A guest speaker at 
the dinner was Claude DeBottone, one of the main supporters of the Dela-
ware County Veterans Memorial located on West Chester Pike, in Newotwn 
Square.  Claude unveiled the next phase of the Veterans Memorial, a new 
building where those visiting the Memorial can rest, remember and pray for 
their veteran.        

Earle Drake 
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Social Security Benefits Update ► Little-Known Facts 
 
Most Americans watch their money go into the Social Security trust fund in the form of payroll deductions as soon as they 
begin working, when retirement seems a long way off. As a result, many go through their working lives without giving it much 
thought. Here are a few facts everyone should know about Social Security benefits before making any decisions about retire-
ment. 
 
One hard lesson about Social Security that when it's time to claim, you can't depend on the Social Security Administration to 
be your personal adviser. Social Security employees generally don't give case-specific advice. So that means you are on your 
own to make the most important financial decision of a lifetime. You have to read the rules and do the research yourself. 
 
There are many ways a married couple can decide to take their Social Security benefits, according to Alicia Munnell, director 
of the Center for Retirement Research at Boston College. You can't ask Social Security to list them all, so what's the right 
choice? Munnell says it's hard to beat waiting until you're 70 to begin benefits because the monthly payment is 76 percent 
higher than it would be if you had started to take benefits at 62 and 32 percent higher than it would be if you claimed at age 
66. On the other hand, some people advocate drawing Social Security benefits at the first opportunity. Doug Carey, who 
founded the financial planning software firm WealthTrace, says Social Security doesn't see itself as an odds maker, but it does 
require you to bet on your longevity. For example, the break-even point for a person who earned the inflation adjusted equiva-
lent of $70,000 per year for 35 years is about age 80. If this person waits until 70 to claim Social Security and lives until at 
least age 90, he'll accumulate almost $162,000 more in benefits than he would if he had claimed at 62. But there's a possibility 
of losing the bet and getting nothing. Retired law professor and Social Security expert Merton Bernstein says the longevity bet 
odds are bad, so claim early.  "You never know when the bell will ring. In other words 'Take the money and run.'” 
 
If you're not happy in your marriage after 9 1/2 years, hold off before hiring a divorce attorney. "Stay married for at least 10 
years," says San Francisco-based Bank of America personal banker Raphael Gilbert.  Why? That's what it takes to stake a 
claim to your ex-spouse's Social Security benefits. If you terminate the marriage after nine years and 11 months, you're out of 
luck. If you make it for 10 years, you can collect a Social Security benefit based on up to half of your ex's earnings or on the 
basis of your own earnings --whichever is higher. 
 
You haven't remarried, chances are your ex-spouse is worth more to you dead than alive -- especially if he or she was a high 
earner. Once an ex-spouse passes away, you'll be treated just like a widow or widower.  If you are at least 60, you'll be able to 
collect your late-spouse's benefit and allow your own benefit to grow unclaimed until you reach age 70, when you can switch if 
your own is higher, according to Carol Thomas, who worked for the Social Security Administration for 28 years and answers 
questions about Social Security at RetirementCommunity.com. Assuming your ex will dwell on Planet Earth to a ripe old age, 
the longer your ex-spouse delays claiming Social Security, the better it is for you. So, if you get a chance, encourage your ex 
to work until age 70. Then, when it's all over, you'll get to claim half of his or her maximum Social Security. Or once you and 
your ex-spouse reach full retirement age -- usually 66 -- you can claim half your ex's benefit and let your own grow untouched 
until you're 70, says Thomas. Consider it payback. 
 
Social Security does a good job of explaining widow and widower benefits, but Dan Keady, director of financial planning for 
TIAA-CREF Financial Services, says it doesn't clearly spell out a key difference between widow/widower benefits and spousal 
benefits. A widow/widower can begin benefits based on his or her own earnings record and later switch to survivor’s benefits 
or begin with survivors benefits and later switch to benefits based on his or her own record -- even if the surviving spouse is 
filing before full retirement age. You can't do that with spousal benefits. In other words, a widow can begin drawing a survivors 
benefit on her late husband's Social Security when she is as young as 60, but only at a reduced rate. Then she can choose to 
leave her own Social Security alone, allowing it to grow in value until her full retirement age – or even age 70. This works for 
widowers, too. 
 
When you apply for disability insurance, Social Security doesn't tell you that your first step ought to be to hire a lawyer or other 
expert adviser. Allsup, a private firm that advises people about how to get SSDI, says Social Security doesn't even make it 
clear that an applicant can have representation from the very beginning of the application process. As a result, lots of people 
don't get help until they've been initially denied, and that slows down the process unnecessarily. 
 
The Social Security website http://www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/benefitcalculators.html offers an explanation of how your 
benefits are calculated, but it's a little hard to follow. You can find a simpler explanation at http://
www.myretirementpaycheck.org/social-security-retirement.aspx , a website sponsored by the National Endowment for 
Financial Education. Your Social Security payment is figured using a complex calculation based on a 35-year average 
of your covered wages. Each year's wages are adjusted for inflation before being averaged. If you worked longer than 
35 years, the government will use the highest 35 years. If you worked fewer than 35 years, they'll average in zeros for 
the years you are lacking. You don't have to be a math genius to figure out the impact of that -- it drags down your aver-
age. If you can avoid zeros by working a couple of years longer, you'll increase your Social Security payment. 
 
[Source: Bankrate.com | Marilyn Bowden | April 2015 ++] 
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Altoona - James E. Van Zandt VA Medical Center 

Altoona, PA 16602-4377 

p: 814-943-8164 Or 814-943-8164 

www.altoona.va.gov 

 

VA Butler Healthcare 

Butler, PA 16001-2480 

p: 800-362-8262 

www.butler.va.gov 

 
Coatesville VA Medical Center 

Coatesville, PA 19320-2096 

p: 610-384-7711 Or 610-384-7711 

www.coatesville.va.gov 

 
Erie VA Medical Center 

Erie, PA 16504 

p: 814-868-8661 Or 814-868-8661 

www.erie.va.gov 

 
Lebanon VA Medical Center 

Lebanon, PA 17042 

p: 717-272-6621 Or 717-272-6621 

www.lebanon.va.gov 

 

Philadelphia VA Medical Center 

Philadelphia, PA 19104 

p: 215-823-5800 Or 800-949-1001 

www.philadelphia.va.gov 

VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, H.J. Heinz 
Campus 

Pittsburgh, PA 15215 

p: 412-822-2222 Or 412-822-2222 

www.pittsburgh.va.gov 

 
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, Highland Drive 
Campus 

Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

p: 412-688-6000 Or 412-688-6000 

www.pittsburgh.va.gov 

 
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System, University 
Drive Campus 

Pittsburgh, PA 15240 

p: 412-688-6000 Or 412-688-6000 

www.pittsburgh.va.gov 

 
Wilkes-Barre VA Medical Center 

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711 

p: 570-824-3521 Or 877-928-2621 

www.wilkes-barre.va.gov 

VA Medical Centers in PA: 

Elder Abuse Hotline - Aging 
  

The hotline regularly receives calls regarding financial abuse. Anyone can call the number 
below. Depending on the location of the caller, the call is routed to the closest Area Agen
cy on Aging. More information can be found here:  

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/abuse_or_crime/17992  

 

Statewide elder abuse hotline: 1-800-490-8505  
 

Any person who believes that an older adult is being abused, neglected, exploited or  

abandoned may call the elder abuse hotline. The hotline is open 24 hours a day.  
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VA Outpatient Clinics 

Allentown VA Outpatient Clinic (693B4) 

Allentown, PA 18103 

p: 610-776-4304 

 

Northampton County Outpatient Clinic 

Bangor, PA 18013-9341 

p: 610-599-0127 

 

Columbia County Outpatient Clinic 

Berwick, PA 18603 

p: 570-759-0351 

 

McKean County Primary Care Clinic 

Bradford, PA 16701 

p: 814-368-3019 

 

Camp Hill VA Outpatient Clinic (595GA) 

Camp Hill, PA 17011 

p: 717-730-9782 

 

Cranberry Township VA Outpatient Clinic 

Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

p: 724-741-3131 

 

DuBois (Clearfield County) VA Outpatient 
Clinic (503GB) 

DuBois, PA 15801 

p: 814-375-6817 

www.altoona.va.gov 

 

Armstrong County VA Outpatient Clinic 

Ford City, PA 16226 

p: 724-763-4090 

 

Clarion County VA Outpatient Clinic 

Foxburg, PA 16036 

p: 724-659-5601 

 

Frackville VA Outpatient Clinic (595GB) 

Frackville, PA 17931 

p: 570-874-4289 

 

Venango County VA Clinic 

Franklin, PA 16323 

p: 866-962-3260 

 

Westmoreland County Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic 

Greensburg, PA 15601 

p: 724-216-0317 

www.pittsburgh.va.gov 

 
Mercer County VA Outpatient Clinic 

Hermitage, PA 16148 

p: 724-346-1569 

 
Horsham (Willow Grove) VA Outpatient 
Clinic (642GC) 

Horsham, PA 19044 

p: 215-823-6050 

 
Victor J. Saracini VA Outpatient Clinic 
(Montgomery County) 

Horsham, PA 19044 

p: 215-823-6050 

 
Johnstown VA Outpatient Clinic (Cambria 
County) (503GA) 

Johnstown, PA 15904 

p: 814-266-8696 

www.altoona.va.gov 

 
Lancaster VA Outpatient Clinic (595GC) 

Lancaster, PA 17605 

p: 717-290-6900 

 
Crawford County Primary Care Clinic 

Meadville, PA 16335 

p: 866-962-3210 

 
Beaver County Community Based Outpa-
tient Clinic 

Monaca, PA 15061 

p: 724-709-6005 Or 724-709-6005 

www.pittsburgh.va.gov 

 
Lawrence County VA Outpatent Clinic 

New Castle, PA 16101 

p: 724-598-6080 

 
Pottsville VA Outpatient Clinic (595GF) 

Pottsville, PA 17901 

p: 570-621-4115 

 
Reading VA Outpatient Clinic (595GD) 

Reading, PA 19610 

p: 610-208-4717 

Sayre VA Outpatient Clinic (693GA) 

Sayre, PA 18840 

p: 570-888-6803 

 
Spring City VA Outpatient Clinic (542GE) 

Spring City, PA 19475 

p: 610-948-0981 

 
Springfield VA Outpatient Clinic (542GA) 

Springfield, PA 19064 

p: 610-543-3246 

 
State College (Centre County) VA Outpa-
tient Clinic (503GC) 

State College, PA 16801 

p: 814-867-5415 

www.altoona.va.gov 

Tobyhanna Army Depot (693GC) 

Tobyhanna, PA 18466 

p: 570-615-8341 

 
Fayette County Community Based Outpa-
tient Clinic 

Uniontown, PA 15401 

p: 724-439-4990 

www.pittsburgh.va.gov 

 
Warren CBOC 

Warren, PA 16365 

p: 866-682-3250 

 
Washington County Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic 

Washington, PA 15301 

p: 724-250-7790 

www.pittsburgh.va.gov 

 
Northeastern PA Mobile Health Clinic 
(693HK) 

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711 

p: 570-824-3521 

 
Williamsport OPC, Campus of Divine 
Providence Hospital (693GB) 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

p: 570-322-4791 

 
York VA Outpatient Clinic (595GE) 

York, PA 17402 
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VA offers support for your education 
Learn more about our educational incentive programs 

VA Careers 2  
 
Posted on Friday, March 20, 2015 5:42 pmMarch 20, 2015  Posted in VA Careers  Edit  

 
At VA, we understand that continuous learning is essential to health care professionals’ ability to pro-
vide proactive, personalized, patient-driven health care for our Veterans. As such, VA offers one of the 
most comprehensive education support programs in the Nation. From generous loan repayment pro-
grams to scholarships, our educational incentive programs afford employees the resources they need 
to excel in their fields. 
 
Below are some of our many programs designed to support your education: 
 
Education Debt Reduction Program (EDRP) 
Reduce your debt qualifying school loan debt with a VHA loan reimbursement program. To qualify, 
EDRP must be offered by the recruiting VHA Medical Center for a vacant position that provides direct 
patient care services or services incident to direct patient care. This offer will be within the official va-
cancy announcement for the qualifying position. 
 
Employee Incentive Scholarship Program (EISP) 
The Employee Incentive Scholarship Program authorizes the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to 
award scholarships to permanent full- and part-time Veterans Health Administration (VHA) employees 
pursuing degrees or training in health care disciplines for which recruitment and retention of qualified 
personnel is difficult. 
 
Student Loan Repayment 
Under the VA Student Loan Repayment Program (SLRP), employees in certain occupations may be 
eligible to receive up to $10,000 per year, with a lifetime maximum of $60,000, to help repay student 
loans. Please inquire further on the availability of the SLRP when submitting your application for em-
ployment. 
 
VA Learning Online (VALO) 
VA Learning Online puts a world of educational opportunities at your fingertips! Employees can take 
their pick of professional development opportunities and work-related courses offered by Government 
and private organizations. The VALO Web-based catalog offers more than 1,500 e-learning courses in 
a wide variety of topics. Log on and learn, at work or at home, 24 hours a day. 
To learn more about these programs and others, visit VAcareers.va.gov today! 
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Observer-Reporter 
Washington Co. 
Published: May 23, 2015 - Updated: May 24, 2015 10:18 pm 

No soldier buried without ceremony at 
National Cemetery of the Alleghenies 
EmailFacebookTwitterPrintMore 

  
By Barbara Miller 
Staff Writer 

    

Jim McNutt/Observer-Reporter 
Ray Zimmerman of Acme plays taps at the conclusion of the monthly ceremony. So that no man or woman will be for-
gotten, each month, an honor guard pays tribute to fellow veterans who were buried without ceremony at National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies.  

Observer-Reporter 

 

When old soldiers die, they don’t just fade away at National Cemetery of the Alleghenies. 
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The ear-shattering blasts of a 21-gun salute – seven weapons simultaneously fired three times – echo often 
through the hills of 292 acres in Cecil Township, where every deceased veteran is entitled to graveside mili-
tary rites. 
 
For a variety of reasons, some are interred without family or friends being present. 
 
But no one is buried there without a commemoration, and people, with flags flying, gather on the first 
Wednesday of every month in a brief ritual that begins at 9 a.m. The names, ranks and branches of service 
of those otherwise buried without ceremony in the previous month are read aloud. A bell rings after each 
name. 
 
At the May 6 observance, John Serbak Jr. of Canonsburg, a member of Knights of Columbus who chose to 
volunteer at the cemetery to fulfill the organization’s commitment to patriotism, read part of a poem, with 
some paraphrasing, from “A Veteran’s Last Farewell” by Raymond C. Gugel: 
 
With hushed and metered steps, their procession would have strode. 
 
Their nation’s flag draped across their caskets and urns, for these are not common graves. 
 
Veterans are buried here. 
 
Lord, bless our faithful comrades here and lead them to their rest. 
 
They served this land in time of peace and war; they served and passed the test. 
 
These veterans were precious to this country. A person who heard the call. 
 
They served to keep our nation free and they served to protect us all. 
 
So we come to pay respect to these honored veterans. In praising them, we praise all who served. 
 
Farewell loyal veterans, we leave you here. 
 
Our debt to you is vast, to you and every veteran, our gratitude will last. 
 
Sleep here brave veteran, our nation bids you well. 
 
You have earned your place in paradise, now rest where heroes dwell. 
 
At the conclusion of the reading, members of the Marine Corps League Honor Guard precisely fire their 
volleys. 

 
The observance in early May lasted only five minutes and ended with a bugler sounding mournful notes as 
final tribute. 
 
“Every time I hear the taps, it brings tears to my eyes,” said Dan Briner of Canonsburg, a U.S. Air Force 
veteran. 
 
Beautiful weather is not what the attendees can always expect. 
 
“You should have been here in January,” said Tommy Steadman, a member of the honor guard who served 
in Vietnam. “It was like 4 degrees. I was so cold I couldn’t even pull the trigger, but I did, because we’re 
Marines.” 
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Steadman had no trouble handling his firearm, because this month, the morning was balmy. 
 
“We do this in all kind of weather,” said Ronald Hestdalen, director of the National Cemetery of the Alleghe-
nies, one of only three Department of Veterans Affairs burial grounds in the state where space is still availa-
ble. “We’ve been out here when it’s snowing sideways and raining sideways.” 
 
Before the ceremony, those who serve in the Marine Corps League Honor Guard inspect each other’s uni-
forms. They are resplendent in their red caps, white shirts and blue trousers striped with red. John Gal-
lagher adjusts an insignia known as a “military pivot” on the shirt of Mahlon Siebert, 87, a World War II vet-
eran who enlisted in Pittsburgh the day he turned 17. Other members of the guard served during the Kore-
an or Vietnam War. 
 
“It’s an opportunity for us to pause for veterans who served our country,” said Gallagher, a combat-
wounded veteran of the Vietnam War. 
 
The bugler, Ray Zimmerman, 62, of Acme, Westmoreland County, has been playing there for three years. 
He first came to the cemetery as part of the Patriot Guard Riders motorcyclists. 
 
He’s a U.S. Navy veteran who served aboard the USS Rich, a destroyer. 
 
“And we got to tour Vietnam,” he said. “We were there the morning it ended.” 
 
Zimmerman played a bugle during his junior high school years, then didn’t pick one up for 50 years. 
 
When resuming where he left off, Zimmerman practiced for three months before he asked if he could play 
taps live at the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies. 
 
“It’s known everywhere,” he said. “It started as evening call for lights out. (General Daniel) Butterfield start-
ed it during the Civil War. 
 
It is the final sounding before they bury the veteran. It’s an emotional 24 notes.” 
 
The public, Hestdalen said, is welcome to attend the ceremony, which takes place on the first Wednesday 
of every month unless a major holiday, such as New Year’s or Independence Day, coincides. 

 
##### 

 
 

At h ps://beta.congress.gov you can review a copy of each bill’s content, determine its current status, the 
commi ee it has been assigned to, and if your legislator is a sponsor or cosponsor of it by entering the bill num‐
ber in the site’s search engine. To determine what bills, amendments your representa ve/senator has spon‐
sored, cosponsored, or dropped sponsorship on go to:   
 

 h ps://beta.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22source%22%3A%5B%22legisla on%22%5D%7D 
 Select the ‘Sponsor’ tab, and click on your congress person’s name. 
 You can also go to h p://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.php 

 
Grassroots lobbying is the most effec ve way to let your Congressional representa ves know your wants and 
dislikes. If you are not sure who is your Congressman go to h ps://beta.congress.gov/members. Members of 
Congress are recep ve and open to sugges ons from their cons tuents. The key to increasing co‐sponsorship 
support on veteran related bills and subsequent passage into law is le ng legislators know of veteran’s feelings 
on issues. You can reach their Washington office via the Capital Operator direct at (866) 272‐6622, (800) 828‐
0498, or (866) 340‐9281 to express your views. Otherwise, you can locate their phone number, mailing address, 
or email/website to communicate with a message or le er of your own making at either: 
 

� http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm 
� http://www.house.gov/representatives 
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Burn Pit Toxic Exposure Update ► SIGAR Final Report 
 
The Defense Department's failure to follow regulations on solid waste disposal, along with its practice of 
burning prohibited items in burn pits in Afghanistan put U.S. troops' health at risk, says the chief watchdog 
for Afghanistan reconstruction. In his final report on the use of burn pits and incinerators in Afghanistan, 
John Sopko, special inspector general for Afghanistan reconstruction, accused the Pentagon of being 
unprepared for waste disposal at the start of Operation Enduring Freedom and said continued use of burn 
pits put troops at unnecessary risk from potentially harmful emissions. According to Sopko, DoD "had been 
aware for years" of the health risks posed by burn pits and called their use — even after policies were adopt-
ed to restrict it — "disturbing." "It is indefensible that U.S. military personnel, who are already at risk of seri-
ous injury and death when fighting the enemy, were put at further risk from the potentially harmful emissions 
from the use of open air burn pits," Sopko wrote in the "Final Assessment: What We Have Learned from Our 
Inspections of Incinerators and Use of Burn Pits in Afghanistan," released Thursday. 
 
U.S. Marines dispose of trash in a burn pit in Khan Neshing District, Afghanistan, in 2012 
 
The Office of the SIGAR (Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction) was established to 
ferret out waste and fraudulent use of U.S. taxpayer money in rebuilding Afghanistan. The U.S. has spent 
more than $104 billion for reconstruction, with Sopko's office recovering more than $570 million from 
criminal fines, restitution, forfeitures, civil settlements and cost-savings, according to SIGAR reports. SIGAR 
previously had released four reports on burn pits and incinerators in Afghanistan, and the final study 38 
summarized them, noting that the Defense Department spent more than $20 million on eight never-used 
incinerators and ignored its own policies. "[U.S. Central Command] officials told us that no U.S. installation in 
Afghanistan has ever been in compliance with Regulation 100-2.21," noted Sopko, referring to the regulation 
that required bases accommodating more than 100 troops for longer than 90 days to install advanced waste 
disposal technologies. 
 
Saying DoD was unprepared for effective waste management at the start of combat operations, burn pits 
"provided an easy answer" for getting rid of trash but this did not excuse DoD's continued use of the pits af-
ter building incinerators, according to the report. The U.S. built a total of 23 incinerators in Afghanistan at a 
cost of nearly $82 million. Sopko urged the Pentagon to develop waste disposal plans prior to the next con-
tingency operation and said the department should hold contractors accountable for projects.  
 
The Defense Department maintains that the SIGAR reports do not account for the "difficult and complex op-
erational environment that led commanders to make some very difficult decisions" about burn pits. In a re-
sponse to the most recent report, Army Maj. Gen. John Murray, deputy commander for support for U.S. 
Forces Afghanistan said for lessons to be applied in future operations "the reader must have a full under-
standing and appreciate the difficult conditions that heavily influence commanders." 
 
Burn pits were used in Iraq and Afghanistan to dispose of everything from paper trash and food waste to 
plastic bottles and human and medical waste, according to personnel who lived and worked near the sites.  
The pits produce large amounts of smoke and gas that may pose a health hazard, although scientific data 
has not proven any long-term health consequences related to breathing the pollution. The VA established a 
burn pit registry in October to track the health of individuals who believe they were exposed to pollutants 
from burn pits or other airborne hazards in Iraq and Afghanistan, such as dust and sand. As of January 26, 
30,711 people have enrolled in the registry, according to VA. Hundreds of troops have reported medical 
problems they believe are related to living and working near the pits, from rare pulmonary diseases and un-
explained rashes to cancer.  
 
[Source: MilitaryTimes | Patricia Kime | Feb 12, 2015 ++] 
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For those Marine Corps League members that wish to "Go Life" with their membership, sav-
ing money over the years, eliminating having to remember to renew each year, and saving 

From January 1, 2014 and thereafter 
            Up to Age 35 $500.00 
   36-40   $400.00 
   41-50  $400.00 
   51-64  $300.00 
   65-over  $200.00 

 To become a Life Member, you must already be a "Member in Good Standing". That means be-
coming a member and paying your initial dues first. Yes, according to the Bylaws, you could join the 
League, pay your dues and then pay your Life Membership Dues all in the same day.  

 

 As a footnote please be aware that some Detachments have set up an "installment payment" 
plan to allow members to make payments in smaller increments. Please check with your Detachment Ad-
jutant/Paymaster to see if such a plan is in place. 

Legal Help for Veterans  
  

Here are some sites to bookmark for legal assistance: 
  
The National listing of Pro Bono Legal Resources for Veterans is a legal directory of offices that will advise and assist 
veterans and their dependents in legal matters.   
  
Center for Veterans Advancement helps secure government benefits such as VA and Social Security; providing effective 
legal representation before select state & federal courts, the VA and the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans 
Claims, and more.   
  
The Veterans Consortium Pro Bono Program connects law students with attorneys who provide free legal assistance on 
behalf of veterans and their qualifying family members who have an appeal pending at the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims.  
  
On-Base Assistance 
Military Legal Assistance providers are available on bases worldwide for the active duty, but will also help those who are 
retired from Active Duty, Guard and Reserve who are in receipt of retired pay, the medically retired, as well as their 
immediate families and/or survivors. Wills and powers of attorney are the most common forms of assistance given, but 
feel free to make inquiries at your local military installation to learn what assistance they may give. It's a money-saving 
benefit, and every bit helps! Please note that this benefit is not available for those retired from the National Guard or 
Reserves who are in the "Gray Area" and are not yet receiving their retirement payments. Find Base Legal Offices Near 
You.  
 
Spouses, Please Note: If you are a surviving spouse of a military retiree or 100% T&P veteran, in most cases you are 
entitled to use all the same services offered the retiree/veteran. Call ahead to ensure these services are available.  
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US ARMY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMAND 
Environmental Medicine  
Chemical Warfare Agents   

  

 
 
 
Health Effects 
Immediate symptoms and potential long-term health effects depend on the type of agent and the severity of 
exposure. 
 

Blister agents:   
 

Eyes, skin and the respiratory system may be affected. Mild effects include tearing, gritty or burning 
sensation in the eyes, cough, runny nose, hoarseness, bloody nose, and redness of the skin. For 
these, there are no long-term health effects expected. 

More severe exposures may result in swelling of the eyelids, and eye pain, shortness of breath, produc-
tive cough and blistering of the skin. The long-term impacts to the eyes and lungs and skin are 
evaluated based on the severity of these effects at the time of exposure. 

 
Nerve agents: Mild or minimal exposures are those that caused constriction of the pupils (miosis), mild 

shortness of breath and nausea and vomiting.  As the magnitude of exposure increases, more symp-
toms develop which include loss of consciousness and seizures. Long-term health effects associated 
with single exposures are not common. 

 
Reporting 
 
The Department of Defense (DoD) is contacting Service members and Veterans who may have been exposed 
to chemical warfare agents in Iraq after March 17, 2003. If you were exposed and have not been contacted, 
please call their hotline: 1-800-497-6261.  

General Information 
 
 During Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation New Dawn, Service members who demolished or han-
dled older explosive ordnance may have been exposed to chemical warfare agents. 
 The chemical warfare agents in the ordnance identified thus far were blister agents (mustard agent) or 
nerve agents (sarin or cyclosarin). 
 Exposure to either agent was uncommon, but exposure to sarin was less common than to mustard. 
 The likelihood of long-term effects from a single exposure is related to the severity of the exposure. The 
severity of exposure is estimated from the signs and symptoms at the time and how long it took for them to 
develop. 
 The Department of Defense is seeking to identify individuals who experienced symptoms following ex-
posure to chemical warfare agents in Iraq after 2003. We are interested in evaluating your symptoms, your 
current status, and to ensure that your medical records are documented, that the Veteran’s Administration 
is informed, and that you understand your future health risks. 
 We would like to provide you with information regarding your exposure that you can share with your 
current health care provider, and recommend follow-up if it is appropriate. 
 While we have identified some individuals, we are conducting medical record screenings on units, and 
reviewing Post Deployment Health Assessment and Reassessment forms to identify other potentially ex-
posed individuals. Because these methods have limitations, individuals may self-identify by using the DoD 
Hotline. 
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The following is my May 2015 POW-MIA report: 
 
POW-MIA'S: Summary Statistics of US personnel unaccounted for 
by (DPMO) 
April 6, 2015    April 15, 2015 
WWII   73,515  WWII   73,515 
Korean War  7,852   Korean War  7,852 
Cold War  126   Cold War  126 
Vietnam War 1,628   Vietnam War 1,627 
OEF, OIF, Gulf 6   OEF, OIF, Gulf 6 
Total MIA  83,127  Total MIA  83,126 
Recently Accounted For: 
Rank            First, Last Name   Service                 Unit                                                   Lost     Location    Accounted-For 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Respectfully submitted, Patrick J. Hughes U.S.M.C. |  ChuLai 67-68  |  610-529-6440 Cell 
Marine Corps League Upper Darby Detachment #884 
www.patrickjhughes.org  |  YouTube: mag12chulai 
God Bless America 

Pfc. Eugene L. 
Erickson 

U.S. Ar-
my 

Company B, 1st Battalion, 38th 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry 
Division 

5/18/1951 North 
Korea 4/13/2015 

Cpl. Elmer P. 
Richard 

U.S. Ar-
my 

Battery D, 15th Antiaircraft Artil-
lery Automatic Weapons Battal-
ion, 31st Regimental Combat 
Team 

12/2/1950 North 
Korea 4/11/2015 

Cpl. Ben L. 
Brown 

U.S. Ar-
my 

Company I, 3rd Battalion, 38th 
Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry 
Division 

2/21/1951 North 
Korea 4/10/2015 

Sgt. John 
McLaughlin 

U.S. Ma-
rine 
Corps 

Company D, 32nd Battalion, 5th 
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion 

12/2/1950 North 
Korea 4/8/2015 

Maj. Dale W. 
Richardson 

U.S. Ar-
my 

2nd Battalion, 34th Armor Regi-
ment, 25th Infantry Division 5/2/1970 Viet-

nam 4/2/2015 



Page 28 

 

 

VOLUME 72,  ISSUE 4   The Keystone Leatherneck 

 

 

 

 

 

Forbes Trail Detachment….hidden talent  
 

Forbes Trail Detachment Sergeant-at-Arms Steve Paulovitch  
enjoys doing a little sketch work now and then.   
 
Here’s one of his works….. 

 
 
 

 

Ghost Marine: Circa 1967 
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From the U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS Website: 

 

Coatesville Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
VA Volunteers Honored 
Friday, April 17, 2015 
The Coatesville Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center hosted its Volunteer Recognition Luncheon and 
Ceremony on Saturday, April 11, 2015. Approximately 120 volunteers and other guests attended the 
annual event held in celebration of  National Volunteer Week which takes place from April 12 through 
18. 
“In times of need, there have always been caring individuals and organizations that quickly spring to 
action to help fellow human beings,” said Medical Center Director Gary Devansky. “They willingly 
give time, money, supplies, and services of all kinds to assist others. Today, we thank all of our VA 
volunteers and donors who care and share with the veterans who have done so much to protect us.” 
At the Coatesville VA Medical Center in 2014, 661 volunteers gave more than 43,000 hours of ser-
vice to veterans while donors contributed more than $650,000 in gifts and donations.  At the lunch-
eon, volunteers were presented national hours of service awards ranging from 100 hours to 10,000 
hours; outstanding service awards; and special contribution awards. 
The Hazel P. Harnish Memorial Award for Excellence in Volunteering, a prestigious local award that 
commemorates the years of loving and dedicated service of long-time volunteer Hazel Harnish, was 
presented to David Turner, Sr., Joy Turner and Samantha Turner. 
Joy Turner accepted the award on behalf of the family. “Wow. Thank you. This is a huge surprise. We 
do what we do in memory of my son, David, who was a VA employee. David used to tell us what an 
honor it was to work with veterans who sacrificed so much for our freedoms. I’m overwhelmed.” 
The Turner family founded David’s Drive 831, a 501(c)(3) charity to honor the life of their son and 
brother, David Turner, Jr., a VA employee who passed away suddenly in December 2009. Turner Jr. 
often expressed his desire to help veterans, and the organization fulfills his vision today through do-
nating time and needed items. 
Since 2010, David’s Drive 831 has donated to veterans at the Coatesville VA Medical Center: 190 
new beds for those obtaining permanent housing through the Departments of Housing and Urban 
Development and Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) program; $155,000 worth of t-
shirts, socks and under clothes; and 4,500 holiday gifts. The Turners and other members of David’s 
Drive 831 have also volunteered their time at various special events, including the VA2K Walk and 
Run, and the annual Scratch Team picnic for veterans in recovery. 
Alfred Gerhardt with the American Legion Post 422 and Disabled American Veterans Chapter 90 re-
ceived the 10,000 hour award; and Anna Walters with the American Legion Auxiliary Post 185 and 
James Porrecca with the Military Order of the Purple Heart Post 1777 received outstanding service 
awards. 
Anyone who is interested in volunteering or donating items for veterans can call the Coatesville VA 
Medical Center Voluntary Service Office at 610-383-0228 or visit www.coatesville.va.gov. 
The Department of Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) is the largest volunteer programs in 
the federal government. In 2014, more than 76,000 regularly scheduled volunteers contributed more 
than 11 million hours of service to our nation’s veterans, and donors contributed more than $71 mil-
lion in gifts and donations. 
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NORTHEASTERN DETACHMENT #304 MARCHES ON…. 
 

The Northeastern Detachment #304 Scranton, Pa. members along with the  
NEPA Young Marine Detachment #1199, Honesdale, PA par cipated in the 2015 
Armed Forces Day Parade held in Scranton, PA. 
 

(L to R)  Front Row:  Detachment #304 Commandant Joel Sofranko , Jr. Vice James McLain, Members:  William 
Coolbaugh, Leo Wentline; YM PFC. Xander Frable, YM Pvt. Alex Hiller, YM S/Sgt.Kenneth Gaughan,  Jr.  Rear 
row:  YM Mentor Re red G/Sgt. Kenneth Gaughan, Sr., YM Pvt. Randall Frable and former YM Sean Ryan 
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PATRIOT DETACHMENT PARTICIPATES IN MEMORIAL EVENT 
 

Marines, 

 

I put a video of the May 25, 2015 Northampton Township Memorial Day Ceremony 
held at the Robert H. Dembowski, Jr Veterans Memorial Park on YouTube. Color 
Guard and Rifle Squad provided by the Marine Corps League Patriot Detach-
ment.   
 

Here is the link:  http://youtu.be/wWZpOY2hw5I 
 

Pete Palestina 
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FORBES TRAIL DETACHMENT #797 
A Meet, Greet, and Eat Mete Marine Corps Style 

  
We did good by making Life Leaguer-WWII MC Vet Nick ROMAN feel good, surprised him so, he almost popped a Wheely 
on his Electric Wheelchair   ...  He had no clue we'd greet him thusly.   
  
His Mrs knew, however, forgot until today whence Nick was called down to the "visitor's quarters."  The Detachment came 
to attention   ...  hand saluted him and he returned his salute. 
  
The overall reason   ...  hum, to say hello   ...  it's been a while since Nick has become wheel chair bound.   
  
Good pizza and pop, brought in by Past Cmdt Jim SHOBERG, blessings by Chaplain Vic CAPETS, and the LapGhan Blanket, made 
by Leaguer Butchie SHRECENGOST (he be the one with the Beard  ...  on his left, our Detachmental HouseMouse, John FER-
ENCE.) 
  
Yeah, my "2 cents" were added:  a can of Spam AND Beefstew MRE.   
  
Yes, Nick liked his gifts and explained why each meant something to him  ...  Took a pix of our WWII's, (L-R)  Bill MOORE, 
Dick HOOD, Dan BUSCH, sitting, right proper like, Nick ROMAN.  He'll turn ninety (90) this coming 5Dec. 
  
Two Marines learned only today, they both landed on SIAPAN, TINIAN, and OAKINAWA   ... Dick with the 2nd Marines and 
Nick, with the 6th Marines. 
  
Mrs Nick (Ailena) came down, and the two made a lovely couple, with matching electric wheel chairs.   
  
Twelve of us were on Deck   ...   F. PETTY, K. PAVLITSA, J. SHOBERG, D. BUSCH, B. MOORE, B. WARUSZEWSKI, S. PAU-
LOVITCH,  V. CAPETS, D. HOOD, B. SCHRECENGOST, R. PEDUZZI, J. FERENCE. 
  
The manager of Seneca Hills Village, Miss Nancy took our Grp Detachment Pix. 
  
Overall, not unlike when the "po'geeBait" truck stopped by, unlaxed and munched on Pizza and pop.   
Oorah! 
 

Semper Fi     
  
The concierge Desk 
Steve PAULOVITCH, Sgt at Arms 
Forbes Trail-797 
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Captain Lindsay L. Rodman, USMC currently serves 
as Deputy Legal Counsel in the Office of the Legal 
Advisor to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff.  Her portfolio includes military justice, “health 
of the force”, Leahy law and space law issues.  She is 

also qualified as a Foreign Area Officer for Latin America.  Captain Rodman is on 
detail from Headquarters Marine Corps, where she served for two years at Judge 
Advocate Division in the front office of the Staff Judge Advocate to the Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps.  
 
Before reporting to Washington, Captain Rodman served in Okinawa, Japan as 
defense counsel and legal assistance attorney at the Legal Services Support Sec-
tion, Combat Logistics Regiment-37.  She also deployed as the operational law 
attorney for 1st Marine Division (Forward) in Helmand, Afghanistan from 2010-
2011.   
 
Captain Rodman began her Marine Corps career in 2008, attending Officer Can-
didates School, The Basic School (A Company 1-09), and Naval Justice 
School.  Before joining the Marine Corps, she was an associate at Arnold & Porter 
LLP.  She has a B.A. in Mathematics from Duke University, a Juris Doctor from 
Harvard Law School and a Masters in Public Policy from the Kennedy School of 
Government. 
 
*Captain Rodman resigned from the National Security Leaders Program to serve as a White House 
Fellow in the 2014-2015 class. 
 

OOORAH!!! 

Capt Lindsay L. 
Rodman, 
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CENTRAL BUCKS DETACHMENT  #636  
 RECEIVES AWARD FROM VFW POST 

 

Here’s a photo of an award the Central Bucks Detachment received from the Doylestown VFW Post  for a sizeable 
donation the Detachment made to the Bucks County War on Terrorism Memorial. 

 

Shown are (left to right): Detachment  

Commandant Don H. Gee, VFW Post  

Representative Rich Scott and  

Detachment Junior Past Commandant  

Joseph Kier.  (Photo by Bill McBride) 

 

Semper Fi 
 

Don Gee 

Commandant 

Central Bucks Detachment #636 

 

  

 

 

The General Smedley D. Butler Detachment of the Marine Corps League, headquartered in Newtown 
Square, will set up its Banana Wars exhibit this Friday, March 13, at the Delaware County Historical Society 
Museum and Research Library, 408 Avenue of the States, Chester.   It included a signed watercolor print 
by Col. Charles Waterhouse and copies of other Waterhouse prints. It also included a photo of General Butler's 
ribbons, including those earned during the Banana Wars. It 
was during the Banana Wars that General Butler earned his 
two Medals of Honor, his first at Vera Cruz, Mexico in 1914 
and his second in Haiti in 1915. Photos, posters, newspaper 
articles, historic documents, uniforms, and small arms used 
during that period will be on display.  The exhibit will then be 
moved to the Springfield Township library where it will remain 
on display through July.  Additionally, the Newtown Square 
Historical Society has offered to place the exhibit in its muse-
um for the month of August.  One of the founders of 
the Newtown Square Historical Society was Stan Short, for-
mer Chief of Police of Newtown Township and a member of 
the General Smedley D. Butler Detachment. The New-
town Square Historical Society Museum will be open for 4 
Saturdays during August.  
 

The exhibit was on display until May 28.   
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For the occasional prescription that the VA wont pay for, try your Pennsylvania Drug Card that you re-
ceived when you registered your DD-214 at the Recorder of Deeds office and got your Veterans ID 
card.  I picked up a Pennsylvania Drug Card while there and stuck it in my wallet.  I never used it since 
most of the time these things for some reason or other are not accepted.  While picking up a prescrip-
tion I thought, what the heck I will try the drug card to see if they would accept it and I might get a 
buck or two off my prescription.  Surprisingly when 
they totaled my bill, I saved $13 off my prescription. 

  

All the pharmacies that accept the card are listed on 
the reverse side and they also provide additional sav-
ings for eyeglasses, diabetic supplies, Lasik 
Surgery and Hearing Aids.    
 
Thank You, 
Disabled American Veterans Chapter 25 

WHAT DOCUMENTS GO TO WHOM AT THE DEPARTMENT 

 

MAIL TRANSMITTALS & IRS 990 to: 

Robert C. Ziltz, Jr 

Paymaster, Dept. of PA, MCL 

7306 Jonestown Road 

Harrisburg, PA 17112-3653 

 

MAIL DEATH NOTICES TO: 

Johnny B. Gill 

Chaplain, Dept. of PA, MCL 

118 S. 13th St. 

Allentown, PA 18102-4663 

 

MAIL INSTALLATION REPORTS TO: 

Dave Brady 

Adjutant, Dept. of PA, MCL 

993 Marbrook Lane 

York, PA 17404-2212 
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LEWIS B. PULLER, Jr. DETACH‐
MENT PARTICIPATES IN COH 
 
 
On April 12, 2015 at the Carlisle 
Brethren in Christ Church in Car‐
lisle Pa. 
 
Members of the Lewis B Puller, Jr 
Marine Corps League Detachment 
#524 attended the Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor for Theodore Jo‐
seph Pluta, V of Boy Scout Troop 
#189.  
 
Pictured is Ted receiving the Ma‐
rine Corps League Good Citizen‐
ship Award from Jim Washington on 
left and  Alan Ferguson on right. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wearin’ O’ the Green by Forbes Trail 
 
Last night (3/17), we all were at the "Ready" to 
sponsor our monthly Tuesday Night at the Bin-
go, SWPaVeterans Center, here in Pittsburgh.   
  
Then "he" came in holding the POT 
o'GOLD!!!  ...  Leaguer Butchy 
"O`"SCHRECENGOST.  
  
Aye the Lad was the "Bright Eyes" of the 
night.  Yes, he had golden nuggets  ...  Butter-
scotch hard candy, close enough. 
  
The thirty-one (31) Residents were appreciative. 
  
At the Numbers, Bill WARUSZEWSKI, Donut Distri-
bution, Jim SHOBERG and Fred MARSH. 
and me at the "paper"  ... Steve PAULOVITCH. 
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Marine Corps League of Pennsylvania Founda on, Inc. 
 

  The Marine Corps League of Pennsylvania Foundation, Inc. was established by action of the Board of Trustees of 
the Marine Corps League of Pennsylvania at its board meeting in June 2008. The Foundation was incorporated in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and an application has been submitted to the IRS to designate the Foundation as a not-
for-profit 501 ( c ) ( 3 )  entity for the purpose of supporting educational, literary and other charitable purposes, including 
the making of distributions to organizations that qualify for such distributions under the Code. 

  

 In furtherance of the stated purposes, the Foundation shall seek to preserve the historical traditions of the United 

States Marine Corps and to aid and assist Marines and FMF Corpsman, former Marines and FMF Corpsman, their widows, 

orphans and families, through financial contributions as needed. 

 

 The Foundation serves as a bridge between donors and those in need throughout the Marine Corps League of 

Pennsylvania, their members and families. The Foundation can make a difference in the lives of those in our communities 

and neighborhoods that are in need. Your support of the Foundation through a contribution is not only welcomed and 

appreciated, but is a vital investment in the welfare of our members and families.  

 

 Semper Fidelis, and Thanks for your Support. 

_____________________________________________ $____________________ 

Name                   Amount Pledged 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address 

_____________________________________________ _____________________ 

Email address Phone Number: 

 I have enclosed my dona on ___Please Bill Me 

 I wish to designate my gi  for the following programs/ac vi es: 

Unrestricted General Fund……………...……………..  $__________ 

Scholarship Fund……………………………………….    $__________ 

Veterans Programs……………………………………..   $__________ 

Youth Programs………………………………………  .  $__________ 

Family Support Programs…………………………...…  $__________ 

 I am interested in planned giving. Please contact me. 

Please remember to enclose your check payable to MCL of PA Founda on, Inc. and mail 

to: Marine Corps League of PA Founda on, Inc. 

1631 Bridge Street 

New Cumberland, PA 17070‐0652 
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Patriot Detachment #1230 Honors….. 
 

Patriot Detachment #1230 members Commandant Dick Weaver and Sr. Vice Commandant Neil Clark 
folding a flag that was replaced today at Holland Elementary School as Paymaster Pete Palestina looks 
on.   

 

Then Pete Palestina talks with the student body and teachers after they adopted him as their Adopted 
School Veteran.   

 

Semper Fi 
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The Keystone Leatherneck is an official publication 
of  the  Department of Pennsylvania Marine Corps 
League.  Newsletter articles, suggestions, and 
comments and/or Public Affairs/Relations 
correspondence may be sent to : 

 

Keystone Leatherneck and/or Department of 
Pennsylvania Public Affairs Correspondence 

 

C/O Liz McCleaster Public Relations Officer  

36 Hillcrest Avenue, 1st Floor 

Erdenheim, PA  19038 

 

E-Mail: lmccleaster@ltk.com  or 
lmccleaster@hotmail.com 

Phone: 267-736-5066 (C) / 215-233-2728 (H) 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 

Marine Corps League  
of Pennsylvania, Inc.  

2014 - 2015  
Meeting Schedule  

 

 2015 Na onal Conven on  

9‐15 August 2015  

Sco sdale, AZ  

Sco sdale Plaza Resort  

$94/night - Call 1-800-832-2025  

We want your photos and narratives of De-
tachment Eagle Scout Courts of Honor. 

 

Send us your photos of Veterans & Youth 
Ticket sales events. 

 

Send us your photos and narratives of 
community events sponsored by or partici-
pated in by your Detachment. 

 

We want your participation in putting out 
news of your Detachment’s work with the 
Young Marines.   ESM 

 2015 Department Convention  
24 - 27 June 2015  

Days Inn State College  
240 S. Pugh Street  

State College, PA  
814-238-8454 or 800-258-3297  

USE CODE CGRINE  
$84.00 Single/Double +8.5% taxes  

(Includes a hot breakfast for the attendee) / Parking is 
Free  

Watch for convention forms at www.pamcleague.org  

2015 Fall Department Staff Meeting  
16-17 October 2015  

 

Meetings at Headquarters Building  
 

Sleeping Arrangements  

Days Inn, Lickdale  

3 Everest Lane, Jonestown/Lebanon, PA  

717-865-4064  

 

Rates: $55.00 double / $60.00 king  

Deadline: 26 September 2015   

New Address for DD-214’s Online:   
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-

service-records/ 


