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Current 

Elected/Appointed 

Officers 

 
• Commandant - 

  Jason Smith 

 

• Sr. Vice 

  Commandant - 

  Michael Donatacci 

 

• Jr. Vice 

  Commandant - 

  Robert Hoffman 

 

• Judge Advocate - 

  Howard Schaeffer  

 

• Adjutant - 

  Terry Keiser 

 

• Paymaster - 

  Terry Keiser 

 

• Chaplain - 

  Joseph Malia 

    

• Sgt. at Arms - 

   Ronald Thompson 

 

• Web Sgt. –  

  Jason Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to apologize for the mix-up last month concerning the date of 

February’s meeting. In order to prevent any further confusion our monthly meeting are 

always held on the fourth Wednesday of the month unless stated at a previous meeting. 

The only reason we have had to do that so far has been for the Christmas and 

Thanksgiving holidays, which we then held our meeting on the third Thursday. 

I would like to wish Anthony Ross good luck on his attempt to become a marine. 

For those of you that don’t know Anthony, he had come to both the January and February 

meetings to pay respects to our marines and try to gain some of their knowledge. I had 

the opportunity to talk to this young man and he seemed to really have his things together 

and was looking forward to the challenge of becoming a marine. Judge Advocate 

Schaeffer will keep in contact with his family and get us his contact information once he is 

allowed to receive mail. I ask that once we get this information out that you take the time 

to drop him a line. I know what mail call meant to me while I was in boot camp and I know 

it will mean the same to him. 

We will have a couple of important issues to cover at March’s meeting so your 

attendance would be greatly appreciated. First we have received our by-laws back from 

the department Judge Advocate, and he suggested a couple format changes. Copies 

were offered at the February meeting and we will be discussing and voting on whether or 

not to accept the changes. Also we will have nominations on who the detachment would 

like to honor as this year’s Detachment Marine of the Year. If you would like your opinions 

heard concerning these and other issues your attendance is paramount. 

Last but not least all of you should have received your meat raffle tickets by now. 

If you have not please contact myself or Adjutant Terry Keiser and we will get you some 

ASAP. This is our biggest fundraiser for the year and we appreciate all of your support. 

 

 

  

 

 

March 2015 

 The Sitrep 

Message from the CP 

 

Next Detachment 
Meeting: 

Emmaus VFW 
#7088 

316 Main St. 
Emmaus, PA 

Mar. 25th @ 1930 
 

Editor: Jason Smith (jmsmith91081@yahoo.com or 484-553-5237) 
 

Visit us at: http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
 

Meeting Minutes  
 
 It was announced to the detachment that Judge Advocate Howard Schaeffer will be 

setting up a trip to Parris Island for the Centennial Celebration. More information will 

be available at a later date. If there is anyone interested in going please let us know. 

 Mailing were read from the Department Headquarters. Dates of future meetings and 

conventions can be seen in the upcoming events section on page three of the 

newsletter 

 The Department 2015 Annual Golf Outing will be held on June 24th at Skytop 

Mountain Golf Club. Registration is at 0830.  
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This Month’s 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

- Joe Deddo joined the 

MCL in Mar. of ‘13 

 

- Richard Podquski 

joined the MCL in Mar. 

of ‘03 

 

- Richard Fink turns 65 

on March 9th  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

    

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

  As of 2/25/15 the money market account has a 

balance of $3240.08 

 As of 2/25/15  the checking account has an 

available balance of  $2538.85 

 A CD the detachment had with Wells Fargo was 

renewed at a value of $7251.63 with a maturity 

date of Feb. 6 2017 

Paymaster’s Report 

 

 

 

 
 A motion was raised and passed to buy a ½ page ad at the Department Convention. 

The cost of the ad will be $45.00 

 Commandant Smith announced that he will be going to the Department Staff 

Meeting at the Department Headquarters. If you need any uniform items let him 

know and he will try to see if they have that there. 

 A discussion was held on who rates a Marine Corps League Membership Ribbon. 

UPDATE: Every member of the Marine Corps League rates the ribbon and you rate 

a star for every five years after. 

 Commandant Smith asked if any member would be able to assist in the duty of 

managing the newsletter. Detachment member Jeffery Warner said that his wife may 

be able to assist. UPDATE: Mrs. Warner was contacted and she agreed to help in 

any way she is able. 

 A reminder was announced to remember to sell your raffle tickets 

 Copies of the detachment bylaws, with the markups from Department, were made 

available to the membership present. The Suggestions that were made by the Dept. 

JAG were briefly reviewed. We will be holding our first vote on whether we want to 

accept the suggestions. 

 It was asked that membership start thinking about who they would like to appoint the 

2015 Detachment Marine of the Year. We will nominate at the March meeting, vote 

on it at the April meeting, and the selected marine will receive their award at the 

meat raffle meeting. 

 It was announced to the detachment that one of our members won a battlefield tour 

from the Semper Fi magazine. 

 It was announced to the detachment that Anthony Ross will be leaving for MCRD 

Parris Island on March 23rd. The detachment members present gave him their well 

wishes and some friendly ribbing. When we receive his mailing information it will get 

passed along to the membership. 

 Junior Vice Commandant Bob Hoffman had found some Marine Corps lapel pins 

and offered them to the membership present 

 A couple detachment members shared stories of their experiences with receive 

veteran appreciation 

 Henry Brokate asked that if anybody in the detachment was willing to volunteer for 

the Emmaus Veterans Committee firing squad. Those that join the Committee will 

pay for your shirts and jackets. 

 Richard Stoudt announced that he had raffle tickets with assorted prizes for sale for 

$10.00 for Masons Saucon Lodge 469 in Coopersburg 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes Continued  
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Upcoming Events 

 

- The Spring Dept. Staff 

meeting will be held 

March 20th-21st at the 

Dept. Headquarters 

 

- National North-East 

Conference will be held 

March 27-28 at the Best 

Western Albany Airport 

Inn in Albany, NY 

 

- Marine Corps Youth 

Physical Fitness event to 

be held April 18th at 

Parkland High School. 

Volunteers should arrive 

by 0800. 

 

- Annual Detachment 

Meat Raffle on May 27th 

set to begin at 1900 

 

- The Department 2015 

Annual Golf Outing will 

be held on June 24th at 

Skytop Mountain Golf 

Club. Registration is at 

0830 

 

 

- 2015 Department 

Convention will be held 

June 24-27 at the Days 

Inn State College in State 

College, PA 

 

 

 

 

 

This Month in the Corps 

 2 March 1867: Jacob Zeilin, Colonel Commandant of the Marine Corps from 30 June 

1864, was this date promoted to the rank of Brigadier General Commandant, the first 
time Congress authorized this rank for the Marine Corps. The statute, however, was 
repealed in June 1874 so that the rank of Commandant would again revert to colonel 
upon Zeilin's retirement.  
  

8 March 1965: The 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade landed at DaNang, Republic of 

Vietnam as the first U.S. ground combat troops to be committed to that conflict. The 
3,500 men arrived both across the beach with Battalion Landing Team 3/9, and at 
DaNang Airfield with Battalion Landing Team 1/3.  
  

11 March 1778: Marines participated the action when the Continental Navy frigate 
Boston, enroute to France, sighted, engaged, and captured the British merchant ship 
Martha. As the drum of the Boston beat to arms, John Adams seized a musket and 
joined the Marines on deck until the frigate's captain, Samuel Tucker, sent him below 
for safety. 
  

13 March 1943: The first group of 71 Women Marine officer candidates arrived at the 

U.S. Midshipmen School (Women's Reserve) at Mount Holyoke College in South 
Hadley, Massachusetts. The Navy's willingness to share training facilities enabled the 
Marine Corps to begin training Marine Corps Women's Reserve officers just one month 
after the creation of the MCWR was announced.  
  

17 March 1967: The first woman Marine to report to Vietnam for duty, Master Sergeant 
Barbara J. Dulinsky, began her 18-hour flight to Bien Hoa, 30 miles north of Saigon. 
MSgt Dulinsky and the other officer and enlisted Women Marines that followed were 
assigned to the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) based in Saigon. Most 
worked with the Marine Corps Personnel Section providing administrative support to 
Marines assigned as far north as the DMZ, but two Lieutenant Colonels, Ruth Reinholz 
and Ruth O'Holleran, served as historians with the Military History Branch, Secretary 
Joint Staff, MACV.  
  

25 March 1945: After 35 days of bitter fighting, the amphibious assault on the rocky 

fortress of Iwo Jima finally appeared over. On the night of 25 March, however, a 300-
man Japanese force launched a vicious final counterattack in the vicinity of Airfield 
Number 2. Army pilots, Seabees and Marines of the 5th Pioneer Battalion and 28th 
Marines fought the fanatical Japanese force till morning but suffered heavy casualties --
more than l00 killed and another 200 American wounded. Nearly all of the Japanese 
force was killed in the battle.  
  

27 March 1953: The 5th Marines, supported by the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines, in the 

first full day of fighting after the Chinese assault the previous evening of Outpost Vegas 
on Korea's western front, counterattacked to regain enemy-held positions. Companies 
E and F of 2/7 , down to only three platoons between them, managed to regain partial 
control of Outpost Vegas that day.  
  

31 March 1801: On this date, LtCol Commandant William W. Burrows rode with 

President Thomas Jefferson to look for "a proper place to fix the Marine Barracks on." 
President Jefferson was a personal friend of the Commandant, and deeply interested in 
the welfare of the Corps and accompanied Burrows on horseback on the morning of 31 
March. They chose a square in Southeast Washington, at 8th and I streets, because it 
lay near the Navy Yard and was within easy marching distance of the Capitol. 
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Marine Corps League 
Detachment 296 

 

“THERE ARE ONLY TWO 
KINDS OF PEOPLE THAT 
UNDERSTAND MARINES: 

MARINES AND THE 
ENEMY. EVERYONE 

ELSE HAS A SECOND-
HAND OPINION “ 

 
- GEN. WILLIAM THORNSON 

U.S. ARMY 
 

 

Official Website: 
http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
Commandant Jason M. Smith 
(484) 553-5237 
Jmsmith91081@yahoo.com 
 

Sr. Vice Commandant Michael Donatacci 
610-841-5387  
Donatacci@gmail.com 

 

 

DETACHMENT SENIOR VICE COMMANDANRT MICHAEL DONATACCI ON ONE OF 

HIS MANY HELICOPTER RIDES DURIN HIS TIME IN THE CORPS 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/
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Visit with Opha Mae 

 

 
Opha Mae, an English bulldog, is a certified therapy dog who is available to visit 
veterans of all branches of the United States Armed Forces.  Some may think that 
Opha Mae is an unusual name for a dog.  The English bulldog is the United States 
Marine Corps’ mascot so it was only fitting that Opha Mae was named after the first 
woman who enlisted in the United States Marine Corps.  Opha Mae Johnson joined 
the Marine Corps Reserve in 1918. 

Opha is available to visit veterans in hospitals, nursing homes, or private 
residences.  Opha will wear one of her four Marine Corps uniforms; Dress Blues 
Uniform, Service Charlie Uniform, Green Camouflage Uniform, or Desert 
Camouflage Uniform.  The choice is yours.  There is no cost for this service as 
these men and women have already given enough. Opha Mae's certifications are 
available upon request. Anyone interested in requesting Opha’s services can either 
go to the following link (http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae/) or e-mail 
Commandant Jason Smith. 

 

 

Emmaus Veterans Committee 

 

 
  The Emmaus Veterans Committee is made up of veterans from the Catholic 

War Vets, the VFW, the American Legion, and the Marine Corps League. The 
purpose of this committee is for all Emmaus veterans organizations to gather 
together and ensure the needs of local veterans and their families are being 
taken care of. 

The committee’s activities include, but are not limited to: 

 replacing the flags at veterans gravesites, multiple times a year 

 organizing the Emmaus Memorial Day Activities 

 

 

 Once a year a flag retirement ceremony is held, in which old and tattered flags collected from gravesites, 
veterans groups, and civilian contributors are properly retired. The ashes of those flags are later collected and 
spread around the veterans cemeteries. 

The Emmaus Veterans Committee also has an Honor Guard. This is a group of local veterans which volunteer their 
time to perform military funerals for fallen veterans at the gravesite, including the playing of taps and a gun salute. 
They will also perform services inside the funeral home per the request of the family. There is no payment requested 
but donations are accepted. If you would like a military service at a loved one's funeral, please let the funeral director 
know and contact the committee either at the following link, (http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-
honor-gaurd/ or email Commandant Jason Smith. 
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