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 Commandant Smith received an email via Roz from the Bethlehem Detachment. 

She found an article on line about last year’s Marine Corps Birthday celebration.  
There are pictures with a caption that stated, “The LVMCL celebrated the 240th 
birthday of the Marine Corps on 11/10/15 at the monument in Cedar Beach Park.” 

 A report was read from National. There is a current recruiting incentive going on 
from 10/2015 to 8/2016 at the National Convention in OK.  All membership apps will 
be placed into a bin for a drawing at the National Convention for the following prizes.  
First prize will get $1,000 each to the member and the sponsor, second prize is 
$500, third is $100 and there will be 10 third prizes.  If the winning member is a walk 
in, the detachment will receive the prize.  

 A paper was read concerning the prices for advertising at the Department 
Convention. Detachment member Efrain Baezfeliciano volunteered to donate the 
$75.00 for a full-page ad. 

 

 

Message from the CP 

 
 This year is already shaping up to be very busy. We have three dates set up for 

nursing home visits, the detachment carwash, as well as our normal duties for Memorial 

Day and Veterans Day. In order for us to be successful with these events, we are going 

to need active participation by our membership. I in no way am saying that everybody has 

to be at every event, but I challenge all of you to try to participate in as many as you can. 

We are leading the way in taking care of both our community and the veterans within it. I 

would like to maintain the standard we have set and will need all of your help to do it. 

 This past month we lost one of our own. Bobby Fick passed away on February 

29th. For those of you that don't know him, Bob, was a very well admired member of the 

Emmaus veterans community. Through his hard work as Commander of the VFW as well 

as Steward of the Catholic War Vets, he recruited many members and impacted their 

lives. He was also very involved in the local Youth Association with his kids. We had a 

very good attendance at his services, and we were able to send him off honorably.  Bob 

will be sorely missed by all, but his influence will never be forgotten. 

 On a lighter note, many of you have already received your detachment polo 

shirts. I believe they came out very nice and I would like to thank Judge Advocate 

Schaeffer for his hard work in getting them done. If you have a shirt, I ask that you wear it 

to not only detachment events but also out in your everyday lives. I have worn mine twice 

already and have been stopped by many people not only to compliment it but also to ask 

what the Marine Corps League is. The shirts as well as the business cards are very good 

recruitment tools. Please keep getting the word out about the Marine Corps League and 

help our detachment grow. 
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This Month’s 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

-Joe Deddo joined the 

MCL in Mar. of ‘13 

 

-Rich Podquski joined 

the MCL in Mar. of ‘03 

 

-Rich Fink turns 66 on 

Mar. 9th   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes Cont.…. 

 

 

 Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci received an e-mail concerning a mailbox that was 
put in front of a firehouse for the purpose of flag disposal. The flags would then be 
picked up and properly retired We will look into getting further information on getting 
our own box for the MCL Detachment.    

 We received a letter from the Emmaus Public Library thanking us for our donation. 
 Sr. Vice Commandant’s Report 

 I have been meeting with Paul Fisk – he is trying to procure a building for the LV 
Veteran’s center. His mission statement was read to everyone.  He is trying to 
move into an existing building or build a new building.  It is in the development 
stage so far. There was also someone there from the small business 
administration and I’ve asked her to come and talk to us about a program that 
she is developing. It’s not set up yet, but she can come in and talk to the 
members about starting their own business. Paul has been trying to develop this 
for a long time. Howard will be going to a meeting this month. 

 Judge Advocate Schaeffer announced that March 1st would be the five-year 
anniversary of the death of Anna’s son Nicholas and asked for a moment of silence. 

 Anna Rodriguez presented the detachment with flyers for the carwash and asked 
that we spread the word. 

 PR Committee Report 
 Newsletter: 

 The members present were asked for photos for the newsletter. 
 Website: 

 We previously talked about getting the newsletter sent out through the 
website. This will not work, as we would have to develop two newsletters, 
one to send electronically and one on paper. 

 The web service we use doesn’t support PayPal; they support Stripe, which 
is an internet bank. Commandant Smith will get more information on this in 
the future.   

 Picnic Committee 
 Set for 8/14/16 (noon to 7 pm) at Emmaus Community Park at the Mosser 

Pavilion. Everyone will be getting a letter with additional details. We need to 
know how many people are coming  so  we can figure out how much beer and 
food we will need.  The pool will be available, and we have horseshoes. This is a 
family event, if you have children, bring them with you.   

 Marine of the Year Committee 
 We met for the committee meeting.  Shane was very instrumental in making this 

an easy meeting.  We came up with the criteria that everybody will be filling out 
and submitting.  We will have the nominations in March. Turning in the sheets at 
the April meeting.  Then in May we will present the award.   

 If you are going to nominate somebody we ask that you present reasons why 
the Marine is being nominated 

 In order for a Marine to be nominated they must be a regular member with at 
least one full year’s membership within the detachment 

 Each member will then grade the nominees in the five categories according to 
the handout, which will be attached to the newsletter. If the nominee has held 
ANY MCL office in the past year, they will be awarded a bonus point. Just 
because the nominee is an officer in the MCL does not mean they are the 
Marine of the Year, but their service does warrant recognition. 

 Please take time to think about whom you would like to nominate and submit 
them at next month’s meeting. 

 Fred Babcock mentioned that he had two unclaimed jackets and donated them to 
the detachment. Anna Rodriguez and Alphabet bought them after the meeting. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

- Spring Dept. Staff 

Meeting to be held 

Mar. 18th – 19th @ the 

Dept. Headquarters in 

Ft. Indiantown Gap. 

 

- Monthly detachment 

meeting to be held 

Mar 23rd and is set to 

begin @ 1930 

 

- National Northeast 

Div. Conference to be 

held April 1st – 3rd at 

the Holiday Inn in 

Wilkes Barre 

 

- Whitehall Fellowship 

Nursing Home visit on 

April 23rd. We will 

meet there at 1330. 

 

- Mosser and Broad 

Street Nursing Home 

visits on May 21st. We 

will meet at the 

Emmaus CWV at 

noon. 

 

- Detachment 

Carwash Fundraiser 

to be held on June 4th 

at the Ace Hardware 

in Northampton to run 

from 1000 - 1400 

 

- Traditions of 

Hanover visit on June 

12th. We will meet 

there at noon. 

 

- Detachment Rose 

Sale at the 

Trexlertown Wal-Mart 

on Sept. 17th and 18th 

from 1000 - 1500 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Paymaster’s Report 

 

 

 

 As of 2/24/16 the money market account has a 

balance of $3,339.02 

 As of 2/2416 the checking account has an 

available balance of $2,418.93 

Meeting Minutes Cont.…. 

 

 

 It was announced that on April 17th, at 1400 the Emmaus Veterans Committee will be 
holding a meeting to go over the Memorial Day Parade.  

 Numerous dates and events were planned for the upcoming year; See the Upcoming 
Events section of the newsletter. We will keep as many of these in the newsletter as 
we can. They will be listed in chronological order, but we have limited space, so as 
new ones come others will be posted when the space frees up. If you have any 
questions about upcoming events, they will all be listed on the homepage of the 
website. 

 Sgt at Arms Reed researched the cost in getting new flagpoles and toppers. The best 
price was from Chrismar Flags.  Two new dark stained poles, one new spear topper, 
one new eagle topper and the price is $192.43.   Shipping might be $5 - $10. 
 A motion was made in favor of buying the replacements 

 The motion was passed 22 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 
 Judge Advocate Schaeffer made a motion that we make the March meeting a movie 

night. 
 The motion was passed 22For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 

 Two possible fundraising opportunities were discussed. One being a yard sale event 
where detachment members would donate items. The other is a possible bingo night. 

 This brought up the discussion of having a committee to oversee these and future 
opportunities. A motion was made in favor of starting a fundraiser committee.  
 The motion was passed 22 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 
 The duties of this committee would be to look into fundraising opportunities 

brought to the detachment, assess their validity, and then bring them in front of 
the membership. 

 The committee will be headed by Judge Advocate Schaeffer 
 Other members include Commandant Smith, Josh Brown, David Guldin, and 

Efrain Baezfeliciano 
 Alphabet discussed losing a fellow brother, Lcpl Peter J Clore. His 5-year memorial is 

coming up in May and they are having an event (in Ohio). He has a Marine Corps 
Flag he would like to pass around and have Marines or Veterans sign it – name and 
unit you served with.  It will then be sent to his family. The flag will be brought to the 
March meeting and will be available to sign. 

 The detachments policy on paying new “Regular” members’ dues for the first year 
was discussed. When it was originally decided to do this, the stipulation was that it be 
voted on annually. A motion was made in favor of making this policy permanent. 
 The motion was passed 22 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 

 Commandant Smith announced that he has volunteered to become a member of the 
Department Web Team. Should he be appointed this would give our detachment 
further representation on the department level. There also be classes given that will 
help us further develop the detachment site. 

 A reminder was given that now that we are in the middle of the political season, the 
Marine Corps League Bylaw dictates that we not get involved in political races. You 
as a member are not allowed to wear any MCL Uniform items or show MCL support 
to any individual or political party. 
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Marine Corps League 
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Commandant Jason M. Smith 
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610-841-5387  
Donatacci@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine Corps Humor 

 

 

ROBERT “BOBBY” FICK 
DEC 17 1936 – FEB 29 2016 

“SEMPER FIDELIS MARINE” 
 

http://www.lvmcl.com/
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 Visit with Opha Mae and Reckless 

 

 
Opha Mae and Reckless are English bulldogs, whom are 
available to visit veterans of all branches of the United States 
Armed Forces.  The English bulldog is the United States 
Marine Corps mascot. It was only fitting that they both have 
names steeped in Marine Corps history. Opha Mae was 
named after the first woman who enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps.  Opha Mae Johnson joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve in 1918. Reckless was named after Staff Sergeant 
Reckless, a Mongolian mare, whose heroic endeared her so 
much to the Marine Corps that there was a statue of her place 
at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Quantico 
Virginia. She was also buried with full military honors at Camp 
Pendleton in California. 

Emmaus Veterans Committee 

 

 
  The Emmaus Veterans Committee is made up of veterans 

from the Catholic War Vets, the VFW, the American Legion, 
and the Marine Corps League. The purpose of this committee 
is for all Emmaus veterans organizations to gather and ensure 
the needs of local veterans and their families are being taken 
care of. 

The committee’s activities include, but are not limited to: 

 replacing the flags at veterans gravesites, multiple 
times a year 

 organizing the Emmaus Memorial Day Activities 

 

 

 Once a year a flag retirement ceremony is held, in which old and tattered flags collected from gravesites, 
veterans groups, and civilian contributors are properly retired. The ashes of those flags are later collected and 
spread around the veterans cemeteries. 

The Emmaus Veterans Committee also has an Honor Guard. This is a group of local veterans, which volunteer their time 
to perform military funerals for fallen veterans at the gravesite, including the playing of taps and a gun salute. They will 
also perform services inside the funeral home per the request of the family. There is no payment requested but donations 
are accepted. If you would like a military service at a loved one's funeral, please let the funeral director know and contact 
the committee either at the following link, (http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/ or email 
Commandant Jason Smith. 

 

 

 
Both Opha Mae and Reckless are available to visit veterans in hospitals, nursing homes, or private residences.  They will 
wear one of their four Marine Corps uniforms; Dress Blues Uniform, Service Charlie Uniform, Green Camouflage Uniform, 
or Desert Camouflage Uniform.  The choice is yours.  There is no cost for this service as these men and women have 
already given enough. Opha Mae's certifications are available upon request, Reckless is currently undergoing training for 
his, and their license and shot records are available upon request. Anyone interested in requesting Opha’s services can 
either go to the following link (http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae/) or e-mail Commandant Jason Smith. 
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