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 The meeting kicked off with a presentation on hospice care and how we can get 
involved. Heartland Hospice had two members present, (Andi Grunberg, 
Bereavement Coordinator; and Janet Daly, Volunteer Coordinator), to discuss their 
program that we can participate in.  It would be a great thing for the Emmaus 
Veterans Association, Marine Corps League and the Emmaus Legion to get involved 
and become certified volunteers. At the end of their presentation, the ladies had 
applications that they handed out to members that were interested in being certified. 

 We also had a special guest, Deacon William Hassler, in attendance. A couple of 
members have been trying to get him to join the detachment, so he finally decided to 
come out and see what we are all about. 

 It was announced that there were several flyers placed on the back table including an 
announcement that the Bethlehem Detachment will be holding their annual golf 
tournament and that the Leathernecks MC will be holding the annual Semper Fi Fest. 

 

Message from the CP 

 
 I would like to begin by congratulating Detachment Judge Advocate Howard 

Schaeffer on his being selected as the 2016 Detachment Marine of the Year. If there is 

anybody that deserves this honor, it is he. Through his work with nursing home visits, 

honor guard duties, and his mentoring of young marines Howard truly exemplifies what 

being a member of the Marine Corps League should mean to us all. I know he has 

personally affected my life, and helps to push me to lead the detachment down the right 

course. 

 We as a detachment we are entering our “busy season”. With Memorial Day right 

around the corner, we all need to take time to reflect on our organization and our efforts 

to remember those that came before us. We have begun that effort by having a very 

successful nursing home visit. In addition, a large group of us gathered to help replace 

flags at gravesites at the Fairview Cemetery in Allentown. We were very well received 

and appreciated. The gentleman in charge even made the comment, “Wow, you Marines 

really do show up in force.” It is efforts like this that will get us engrained in our local 

community and will help us to spread the word to other Marines that our organization 

exists.  

 To that affect, I would like to recognize the amount of new members that are 

showing up to our events. In previous years, there was only a select few that would 

participate and now we are showing up in large groups, and not always the same people. 

I know it is impossible for everyone to show up to every event, but I urge you all as 

members to try to attend as often as you can. Keep up the good work Marines and 

Semper Fidelis.  

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

mailto:jmsmith91081@yahoo.com
http://www.lvmcl.com/
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This Month’s 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

- Richard Fink joined the 

MCL in May of ‘15 

 

- David Hanssen joined 

the MCL in May of ‘14 

 

- Terry Keiser joined the 

MCL in May of ‘78 

 

- Donald Rumble joined 

the MCL in May of ‘02 

 

- Amandus Wassum 

joined the MCL in May 

of ‘75 

 

- Howard Schaeffer 

turns 48 on May 23 

 

- Michael Donatacci 

turns 69 on May 27 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chaplin Joe Malia thank everyone for their kind words, as well as those that came to 
his son’s memorial service 

 Judge Advocate Howard Schaeffer wanted to remind everyone about the nursing 
home visits on the 21st of May, and the visit on the 12th of June 

 The PR committee reported that the 2015 A Year in Photos Album has been 
completed on the website. If anybody would like any digital copies of photos that 
appear on the site, please contact Commandant Smith. 

 There was a reminder from the picnic committee that if you haven’t done so already 
please RSVP with Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci. You can see the picnic flyer at 
the end of the newsletter. 

 Judge Advocate Howard Schaeffer was selected the 2016 Marine of the Year. 
 Josh Brown reported that he was able to take the flag Alphabet supplied for his 

fallen brother to the VA and got numerous veterans to sign it. 
 Shane Patton brought to the detachment’s attention the 5 Start Heart Project. For an 

initial $30, and $20 for each additional person, they sponsor an athlete in the area 
and take him to Temple University.  It is a professional development program for 
local athletes.   This year’s event is June 23rd.  Donations must be in by May 1st. 
 A motion was made that the detachment donates $90.00 to the program. 

 The motion passed with a vote of 25 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 
 Johnny Gill made a motion that Detachment Commandant Jason Smith be 

nominated for Department Marine of the Year. 
 The motion passed 24 For: 0 Against: 0Abstentions 

 George Magaro mentioned that May would be a good time for him to take some 
wounded vets on a fishing trip. Judge Advocate Schaeffer will get him the contact 
information for Keystone Wounded Warriors. 

 It was announced that on May 1st the Lehigh Valley Veterans History Project would 
be replacing flags at the Fairview Cemetery, 857 Lehigh Street in Allentown at 1400.  
They are looking for volunteers.  We can meet at the Boyko Funeral Home, break up 
into teams, and the work should be done in approximately 1 hour.  You can read the 
after action report later in the newsletter. 

 Anna Rodriguez asked for a copy of our official nonprofit status to assist her in the 
efforts to   assist in fundraising. Update: Adjutant Terry Keiser contacted 
Department and got her the required information. 

 Fred Babcock made a motion to donate $150.00 to the Owen Malia College Fund in 
honor of Chaplin Malia’s son. 
 The motion passed with a vote 24 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 

 Commandant Smith made the motion that we donate $150.00 in Bobby Fick’s 
memory to the Emmaus Youth Foundation. 
 The motion passed with a vote 24 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 

 Joe Deddo announced that the Emmaus Veterans Committee would be holding a 
meeting on May 15th at the Emmaus CWV to shore up the details for the Memorial 
Day Parade. The meeting is set to begin at 1400. 
 This year the parade will be held on May 30th.  
 We will meet at the Emmaus high school, with the parade kicking off at 0900. 
 If there is heavy rain the program will be held in the EHS auditorium and will 

begin at 0930. 
 Team Red White and Blue, a National Veterans organization, would like to get 

involved and march in the parade.   
 Mack Defense, who makes military vehicles, has contacted the committee and 

they would like to be in the parade as well.   
 After the parade, you can go to the VFW for food and drinks.  Someone donated 

$1,000 for the veterans to eat and drink free from 11:00 to 4:00 on.  If you want to 
bring a guest, it will be $6.00 to eat and they buy their own drinks.  

 There will also be a 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War commemoration, 
sponsored by the Gold Star Mothers, to be held at the Steel Stacks beginning at 
1700.  

Meeting Minutes Cont.…. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

- Mosser and Broad 

Street Nursing Home 

visits on May 21st. We 

will meet at the 

Emmaus CWV at 

noon. 

 

- Monthly detachment 

meeting to be held 

May 25th and is set to 

begin @ 1930 

 

- Emmaus Memorial 

Day Parade to be held 

on May 30th and will 

begin at 0900 

 

- Detachment 

Carwash Fundraiser 

to be held on June 4th 

at the Ace Hardware 

in Northampton to run 

from 1000 - 1400 

 

- Traditions of 

Hanover visit on June 

12th. We will meet 

there at noon. 

 

- Detachment Rose 

Sale at the 

Trexlertown Wal-Mart 

on Sept. 17th and 18th 

from 1000 - 1500 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Paymaster’s Report 

 

 

 

 As of 4/27/16 the money market account has a 

balance of $3,339.08 

 As of 4/27/16 the checking account has an 

available balance of $2,351.41 

 

Meeting Minutes Cont.…. 

 

 

Detachment 296 added a couple of new members to the roster. Robert Jann has been a 
member of the VFW for about 3 years.  He graduated in 1993 (signed up for the Marine 
Corps in 1991).  Bob served for 6 years in the reserves as a bulk fuel specialist.  He 
received his DD214 on August 22, 2001 (less than a month before 9/11). Anna Rodriguez 
and Michael Geiger were also informed that last month a vote was held to accept them as 
associate members of the detachment. 

 

 Henry Brokate mentioned that if you know anyone who has a casket flag that they no 
longer want, they can be dropped off at the CWV and they will be taken to Ft. 
Indiantown Gap. 

 Commandant Smith said that you could get your DD214 on line now.  
www.vetreqs.com. If you need any help filling out this form, please see me and we 
can try to do it during a movie night. 

 Shane Patton brought up the Marine Corps League’s new program for honorary 
membership for all active duty Marines or Navy Corpsman. The information on this 
program will remain on the correspondence table at every meeting. If you have any 
questions feel free to contact Commandant Smith. 

 Ron Heckman mentioned that his son, Matthew, who is in the Air Force, has boots on 
the ground in Afghanistan and will be stationed there for the next year. Please keep 
him in your thoughts. 

 Commandant Smith read a card from the Fick family thanking the detachment for 
their presence at Bobby’s Funeral. 

 The Gold Star Mothers are putting a Veterans Memorial up in Whitehall where we are 
taking donations and selling bricks at $60 a brick.  They will put up the flagpole 
sometime this year and will advertise the event to let the public know when it is going 
to happen.  The Morning Call has already done an article a couple weeks ago.  The 
MCL will be the Color Guard at the flag raising and the dedication.  The meetings are 
the first Wednesday of the month and this will be brought up to them.    

 A motion was made to buy a brick 

 The motion was passed with a vote of 24 For: 0Against: 0 Abstentions 

 There was an announcement that Josh Brown and his wife Ashlee will be having their 
first child prior to next month’s meeting. 

 The meeting closed with a moment of silence for Chaplain Malia’s son and Johnny 
Gill’s sister 

Welcome Aboard 
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AFTER ACTION REPORT 
 

 

 

ZENTZ FELLOWSHIP COMMUNITY VISIT  
http://www.lvmcl.com/zentz-fellowship-community-visit-42316-1/ 

Post 9 and the Warrior's Watch Riders ECPA for their support on a very successful mission. It was an honor to be able 
to get together and show our support to those men and women that came before us. – Commandant Jason Smith 
 

Members from Detachment 296 made a visit to the Zentz 
Fellowship Community to visit some of their veteran residents. It 
was a fun day by all where we sang songs, shared stories, and ate 
ice cream. What made this trip special is that it was the first one 
setup by Gold Star Mother Anna Rodriguez. She definitely did the 
detachment proud by not only making all the arrangements, but 
also reaching out to the veteran community and getting two of the 
local veterans motor cycle clubs to join in the festivities. I would like 
to send out a special thank you to the American Legion Riders from   

 

FAIRVIEW CEMETERY FLAG REPLACEMENTS 
http://www.lvmcl.com/fairview-cemetery-flag-replacements-5116-1/ 

One of our duties as a veterans organization, and maybe our most 
important, is to honor those who came before us. This does not just 
pertain to those still living but also honoring the memory of those that 
have past. That is exactly what several of Detachment 296's members 
did on this misty day in May. We gathered together and assisted in 
replacing tattered and worn flags at the Fairview Cemetery in Allentown. 
There was an ad placed in the Morning Call asking for assistance in this 
project and, as usual, the Marines answered the call. We were asked to 
walk the cemetery and replace all the American flags that were in 

placards on the graves. Several of the members present went above and beyond by repairing bent placards and 
adjusting several fallen gravestones. If we do not take the time to honor those that came before us, we dishonor 
ourselves. – Commandant Jason Smith 
 

SPECIAL ANNNOUNCEMENT 
 

 

Detachment 296 would like to welcome, into the world, our newest family member. 
Detachment member Josh Brown and his lovely wife Ashlee had their first child 
today. Addyson Blaise arrived at 12:12 pm, on Mother’s Day, and was a healthy 

7lbs 15oz and was 20 1/2" long. Happy birthday baby girl, you are very loved. 

NEW FAMILY MEMBER 

http://www.lvmcl.com/zentz-fellowship-community-visit-42316-1/
http://www.lvmcl.com/fairview-cemetery-flag-replacements-5116-1/
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Marine Corps League 
Detachment 296 

 
Official Website: 
http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
Commandant Jason M. Smith 
(484) 553-5237 
Jmsmith91081@yahoo.com 
 

Sr. Vice Commandant Michael Donatacci 
(908) 217-3512 
Donatacci@gmail.com 

 

 

Memorial Quote 
 

“They are dead; but they l ive in 
each Patriot’s breast, and their 
names are engraven on honor’s 

bright crest.”  

 
- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  

 

 

Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci and Judge 

Advocate Schaeffer received certificates 

from Heartland Hospice recognizing their 

work with the organization 

 

Awards and Recognition 
 

Commandant Smith presented several 

members with the MCL Ceremonial Guard 

Ribbon. From left to right: Fred Babcock, 

Henry Brokate, Howard Schaeffer, Joe Deddo, 

Bob Hoffman, and Michael Donatacci 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/
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 Visit with Opha Mae and Reckless 

 

 
Opha Mae and Reckless are English bulldogs, whom are 
available to visit veterans of all branches of the United States 
Armed Forces.  The English bulldog is the United States 
Marine Corps mascot. It was only fitting that they both have 
names steeped in Marine Corps history. Opha Mae was 
named after the first woman who enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps.  Opha Mae Johnson joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve in 1918. Reckless was named after Staff Sergeant 
Reckless, a Mongolian mare, whose heroic endeared her so 
much to the Marine Corps that there was a statue of her place 
at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Quantico 
Virginia. She was also buried with full military honors at Camp 
Pendleton in California. 

Emmaus Veterans Committee 

 

 
  The Emmaus Veterans Committee is made up of veterans 

from the Catholic War Vets, the VFW, the American Legion, 
and the Marine Corps League. The purpose of this committee 
is for all Emmaus veterans organizations to gather and ensure 
the needs of local veterans and their families are being taken 
care of. 

The committee’s activities include, but are not limited to: 

 replacing the flags at veterans gravesites, multiple 
times a year 

 organizing the Emmaus Memorial Day Activities 

 

 

 Once a year a flag retirement ceremony is held, in which old and tattered flags collected from gravesites, 
veterans groups, and civilian contributors are properly retired. The ashes of those flags are later collected and 
spread around the veterans cemeteries. 

The Emmaus Veterans Committee also has an Honor Guard. This is a group of local veterans, which volunteer their time 
to perform military funerals for fallen veterans at the gravesite, including the playing of taps and a gun salute. They will 
also perform services inside the funeral home per the request of the family. There is no payment requested but donations 
are accepted. If you would like a military service at a loved one's funeral, please let the funeral director know and contact 
the committee either at the following link, (http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/ or email 
Commandant Jason Smith. 

 

 

 
Both Opha Mae and Reckless are available to visit veterans in hospitals, nursing homes, or private residences.  They will 
wear one of their four Marine Corps uniforms; Dress Blues Uniform, Service Charlie Uniform, Green Camouflage Uniform, 
or Desert Camouflage Uniform.  The choice is yours.  There is no cost for this service as these men and women have 
already given enough. Opha Mae's certifications are available upon request, Reckless is currently undergoing training for 
his, and their license and shot records are available upon request. Anyone interested in requesting Opha’s services can 
either go to the following link (http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae/) or e-mail Commandant Jason Smith. 
 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/
http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae/


    

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 LEHIGH VALLEY MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

DETACHMENT 296 & EMMAUS VETERANS COMMITTEE 

HONOR GUARD FAMILY PICNIC 

WHEN: AUGUST 14, 2016 

WHERE: EMMAUS COMMUNITY PARK,   

MOSER PAVILION (#7 on map, by Parking Lot) 

                SOUTH 14TH STREET AND SHIMERVILLE ROAD (map enclosed) 

TIME:  12PM TILL 7PM 

FOOD AND BEER PROVIDED /SWIMMING POOL, HORSE SHOES, QUOITS 

Please RSVP to Michael Donatacci at donatacci@gmail.com or call 610-841-5387 

Please respond AS SOON AS POSSIBLE  

OR 

Mail this portion to: Michael Donatacci 1004 Redwood Dr.  Breinigsville, PA 18031 

 Name_______________________________________________________ 

Yes_______                          No__________ 

Number of persons 12 & above_________________ 

Children 7 to 11__________   Children 6 & under______ 

mailto:donatacci@gmail.com



