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 The Sitrep 

Next Detachment 
Meeting: 

Emmaus VFW 
#7088 

316 Main St. 
Emmaus, PA 

Oct 26th @ 1930 
 

Visit us at http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
 

 We had a pretty eventful month. We held our Rose Drive Fundraiser, provided 
the Color Guard for the Veteran’s Brotherhood Charity Softball game, and a group of us 
attend the Trace Adkins concert at Penn’s Peak. These were all wonderful events, which 
show our detachment coherence. If you, as a member, can think of possible events for 
the detachment please bring them to our attention.  

 These upcoming months are set to be just as busy. We have officer nominations, 
the Marine Corps Birthday, and Veterans Day. The activities involved with just those two 
holidays can be overwhelming. If you have the time please volunteer to assist at future 
events so we are not burning out any individual, but tackle them as a unit. Later in the 
newsletter, I will be listing all of the birthday celebrations we have found in the local area. 
If you know of more, please share and I will pass them on to the membership. Since next 
month’s edition will probably not come out till after the 10th I would like to take a moment 
to wish you all a happy and safe birthday, and thank you all for what you have done in 
support of our country. 

 

Message from the CP 

 

Meeting Minutes  

 

 

 There will be a Diabetes Walk held at Coca Cola Park on 10/8. Jr. Vice Commandant 
Bob Hoffman volunteered to help the Bethlehem Detachment, as they are in need of 
additional volunteers. 

 Heartland Hospice is looking for volunteers on 11/9, at Blough Healthcare Center, to 
help pass out certificates to veteran residents. They will begin their event at 1400. Sr. 
Vice Commandant Donatacci, Judge Advocate Schaeffer, Jr. Vice Commandant 
Hoffman, and Fred Babcock volunteered to assist. All members are welcome to 
attend. 
 

 

Editor: Jason Smith (jmsmith91081@yahoo.com or 484-553-5237) 
Asst. Editor: Mrs. Ashlee Brown 
 
 

http://www.lvmcl.com/
mailto:jmsmith91081@yahoo.com
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 A letter from Mrs. Brokate was received and read aloud. She donated $300 to the 
Marine Corps League. 

 The dates of the upcoming Department Meetings was read and are as follows: 
 Fall Staff Meeting: October 14-15 (headquarters building) 
 Winter Staff Meeting 2017: January 6-8 (holiday inn, Harrisburg) 
 Spring Department Staff Meeting: 17,18 March (headquarters building) 

 Chaplain Malia mentioned that Allentown Rescue Mission is going to be running the 
spaghetti dinner advertisements soon. They are the only outlet for men in the Lehigh 
Valley to seek shelter in exchange for work. Many veterans have unfortunately 
needed to use these services. 

 Chaplain Malia and Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci provided viewing ritual held for 
a marine from one of the hospice services. 

 The Toys for Tots Campaign was discussed. The previous efforts by past 
detachment members Ron Thompson and Henry Brokate were mentioned as well 
as the detachment’s need to maintain their standard. 

 Commandant Smith wanted to thank everyone for being flexible. There have been a 
lot of events in the last month and everyone has stepped up to be present, and filling 
when needed. There have also been a lot of families present at these events. 

 The fundraiser at Wal-Mart was a success, and raised $1,466.60. 
 Judge Advocate Schaeffer would like to have some nursing home visits on either the 

12/13 of November. If you are interested on going on either date please contact 
Commandant Smith or Judge Advocate Schaeffer. 

 Marine Corps Birthday Celebrations were discussed. 
 November 5 is the ball in Wilkes-Barre. $55 per ticket, $100 for a hotel room. It 

will be held at the Woodlands Hotel. Uniform is Red Blazers or Dress Mess. If no 
MCL uniform, please wear a tuxedo. 

 The Leathernecks will have their birthday celebration on November 5 at the 
American Legion on Fullerton Avenue from 5-11. $25 per person, $45 per 
couple. AYCE and open bar. 

 November 10 is the trip to Cookies Tavern in Philadelphia. 
 The Birthday Ceremony at the Cedar Beach Monument will be held Nov 10th and 

is set to begin at 1600. 
 The Bethlehem detachment will be having a birthday dinner on November 12 at 

the Brass Rail. If anyone is interested, please contact Commandant Smith and 
he can email the flyer to you. 

 The local ball will be November 18, 18:00 at the Best Western. If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Commandant Smith. 

 PR Committee report 
 The newsletter is doing well. Minutes have been taken over by Josh’s wife, 

Ashlee. If you have pictures of your time in service, please email them to Jason 
or give him the hard copy.  

 Junior Vice Commandant Hoffman had an idea to possibly put a roster page up 
on the website, similar to the officer's page. It would be a photo with some 
general information including name, time in service, and if you are a veteran of a 
foreign war. Email may also be included. 

 A motion was made to suspend the funeral committee, as the Chaplain will be 
regaining those duties. 

 The report was accepted: 25 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 

 Randy Schueck mentioned that a couple months ago there was in article in the 
newspaper talking about the city of Bethlehem and an organization, the Lehigh 
Valley Community Foundation. They are trying to solicit funds to purchase a granite 
headstone or a number of bronze plaques to put throughout the city commemorating 
the revolutionary war soldiers buried along 1st and Market in Bethlehem. He is 
getting some more information but would like to propose the thought of donating. 
This was tabled until next meeting. 

 

Meeting Minutes Cont… 

 

 

-Clifford Benner 
joined the MCL in 
Oct. of ‘99 
 
- Howard Cooper 
joined the MCL in 
Oct. of ‘01 
 
- Richard Cuth joined 
the MCL in Oct. of ‘97 
 
- Charles Helfrich 
joined the MCL in 
Oct. of ‘97 
 
- Jason Raines joined 
the MCL in Oct. of ‘09 
 
- John Reppert joined 
the MCL in Oct. of ‘86 
 
- William Stoudt 
joined the MCL in 
Oct. of ‘15 
 
- William Waelchli 
joined the MCL in 
Oct. of ‘15 
 
- Anna Rodriguez 
birthday is Oct 10th 

 

- Henry Tomasko 
turns 61 on Oct 20th  
 
- Shirley Keller’s 
birthday is Oct 27th 

 

- Charles Kresge 
turns 87 on Oct 30th  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Month’s 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 
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Upcoming Events 

 

- Monthly detachment 

meeting to be held 

Oct. 26th and is set to 

begin @ 1930 

 

- Blough Healthcare 

Center visit will be on 

Nov. 9th. The event is 

set to begin at 1400. 

 

- Cookies Tavern 

Birthday Celebration 

is Nov. 10th. 

 

- Color Guard for 

Whitehall Fellowship 

Manor Veterans Day 

Celebration will be 

Nov. 10th, time t.b.d. 

 

- Marine Corps 

Birthday Ceremony at 

the Cedar Beach 

Monument will be held 

on Nov. 10th beginning 

at 1600. 

 

- Mission BBQ 

Veterans Day 

Celebration Color 

Guard will be held on 

Nov. 11th the event will 

begin at 1200. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
V 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paymaster’s Report 

 

 

 

 As of 9/28/16 the money market account has a 

balance of $3,373.74 

 First Niagara Bank will be changing their name 

to Key Bank 

 As of 9/28/16 the checking account has a 

balance of $2,81.27 

 The report was accepted: 27 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 

 

Wounded or in Distress 
Detachment member John Balliet passed away. 
Charlie Helfrich informed us that John Reppert’s wife 
passed away. Kimberly Fitzpatrick’s long time family 
friend, Carmen Dejesus, is in hospice at St Luke’s. 
Chaplain Malia reminded us that it has been 1 year 
since a former detachment member, Ronald J 
Thompson passed away. On September 10th, Josh 
Brown’s former squad leader, Lenny Youngblood,  

 

Meeting Minutes Cont… 

 

 

 Johnny Gill reported that Mrs. Omacht sent her regards to the detachment. He thanks 

the detachment for the motion and the vote made for Etta. He would like to make a 

donation to the detachment in honor of Jack Ohmacht and what he did for the Marine 

Corps League. He presented a check for $100. 

 Anna Rodriguez thanked everyone for coming out to the softball game. Sgt Charles 

Bennett approached her from the reserves center. He asked if she wanted to help with 

the Toys for Tots. You can request a box online to be delivered somewhere. 

 There was a reminder that if you have any flags that you need to dispose of, there is a 

box available. Bring them to the meeting and they can be properly retired. If anyone has 

internment flags that they would like to give to the memorial council to fly at the 

cemetery, please contact Johnny or Etta for more information. 

 The meeting closed with a moment of silence in honor of Ronald J. Thompson, Lenny 

Youngblood, Blake Marrette, and Jack Omacht. 

took his own life. Alphabet’s friend, Blake Marrette, took his own life last week. 

Commandant Smith’s wife, Bethany, tore her ACL and will be having surgery sometime in 

November. I ask that you keep all of these marines and their families in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

 

Welcome Aboard 

 
Detachment 296 gained two new members to its 
ranks. Colyer James just moved into the area from 
South Plainfield, NJ. He was a member of the JJ 
Gardner Detachment and is transferring to Lehigh 
Valley. Colyer served 21 years in the Marine Corps 
and was stationed in several places. Mrs. Etta Gill 
will be joining the detachment as an associate 
member. Etta is a Past President of the PA MCL  
 Auxiliary. It is because of this, and the amount of assistance she has already given the 

detachment, that a motion was made to immediately accept her as an associate member 

of the detachment. This motion would forgo the waiting period normally given to new 

associate members. The motioned was accepted: 25 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=navy+corpsman&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=620&tbm=isch&tbnid=dqUtftxIxwtBmM:&imgrefurl=http://www.corpsman.com/2009/06/happy-birthday-to-the-one-and-only-navy-hospital-corps-happy-b-day-docs/&docid=5hQHi5cTSFM_3M&imgurl=http://www.corpsman.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/Docs-Training.jpg&w=3504&h=2336&ei=fVwHUfXOFoX50gHGk4Fw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:10,s:0,i:177&iact=rc&dur=568&sig=112433232026892480117&page=1&tbnh=183&tbnw=252&start=0&ndsp=16&tx=199.20001220703125&ty=77
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After Action Reports 

 

 
Wal-Mart Rose Drive 
http://www.lvmcl.com/walmart-rose-drive-91716-91816/ 

Lehigh Valley Detachment 296 held a two day, Marine Corps League Rose, 
fundraising drive in front of the Wal-Mart in Trexlertown, PA. We had set 
volunteers manning two posts on 2 1/2 hour shifts. During those two days, we 
were able to raise a good amount of money to help us continue our mission to 
assist our community and veterans. Not only was the drive successful monetarily 
but we were able to talk to a lot of people and inform about the detachment and 
our mission. There were a lot of prospective members and we look forward to 
seeing them all in the future. I would like thank, not only our volunteers, but also  

 the people that came out to support us and donate to our cause.  - Commandant Jason M Smith 

 

Veterans Brotherhood Charity Softball Game 
http://www.lvmcl.com/veterans-brotherhood-charity-softball-game-92516/ 

On September 25th Lehigh Valley Marine Corps League Color Guard 
provided our services to Gold Star Mother Anna Rodriguez, and her effort to 
support the Veterans Brotherhood. The 2nd annual Memorial Softball Game, 
supporting veterans with PTSD, was the event. In attendance for the honor 
guard were, Michael Donatacci, Terry Keiser, Tony Reed and Fred Babcock. 
The day was beautiful and our services were appreciated by all. Food and 
beverages were provided and all in attendance had a good time. 
- Sr. Vice Commandant Michael Donatacci 

 

Trace Adkins Concert 
http://www.lvmcl.com/trace-adkins-concert-92916/ 

 

Several detachment members and their families decided to get together and 
attend the Trace Adkins concert at Penn's Peak on Sept. 29th. For those of 
you that don't know Trace performs several pro military songs including 
"Arlington" and Semper Fi. Penn's Peak is a small venue, which provides an 
up close and personal connection to the artist. We all thoroughly enjoyed the 
show. We were also able to get one of our detachment polo shirts to Mr. 
Adkins, which he held up to the crowd and proceeded to sing the song 
“Semper Fi". He had wrote the song to honor the sacrifice his neighbors son  

 was willing to make, as he was about to go on his second tour overseas.   - Commandant Jason M Smith 

 

Step Out Walk to Stop Diabetes 

On October 8th. I assisted the Bethlehem Det.284 at Coca-Cola Park with the 
Diabetes Walk. I had the privilege of meeting Kim the widow of Earl "Jack" 
Ohmacht, Marine. She was very grateful of the Emmaus Veterans Committee 
Honors Squad for their presence at Jacks funeral.  

– Jr. Vice Commandant Bob Hoffman 

http://www.lvmcl.com/walmart-rose-drive-91716-91816/
http://www.lvmcl.com/veterans-brotherhood-charity-softball-game-92516/
http://www.lvmcl.com/trace-adkins-concert-92916/
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Marine Corps League 
Detachment 296 

 
Official Website: 
http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
Commandant Jason M. Smith 
(484) 553-5237 
Jmsmith91081@yahoo.com 
 

Sr. Vice Commandant Michael Donatacci 
(908) 217-3512 
Donatacci@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Country music star, Trace Adkins, admiring the Detachment 296 polo 
shirt that was given to him during his show on Sept. 29th 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/
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Visit with Opha Mae and Reckless 

 

 

Opha Mae and Reckless are English bulldogs, whom are 
available to visit veterans of all branches of the United States 
Armed Forces.  The English bulldog is the United States 
Marine Corps mascot. It was only fitting that they both have 
names steeped in Marine Corps history. Opha Mae was 
named after the first woman who enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps.  Opha Mae Johnson joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve in 1918. Reckless was named after Staff Sergeant 
Reckless, a Mongolian mare, whose heroic endeared her so 
much to the Marine Corps that there was a statue of her place 
at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Quantico 
Virginia. She was also buried with full military honors at Camp 
Pendleton in California. Both Opha Mae and Reckless are  

Emmaus Veterans Committee 

 

 

  The Emmaus Veterans Committee is made up of veterans 

from the Catholic War Vets, the VFW, the American Legion, 
and the Marine Corps League. The purpose of this committee 
is for all Emmaus veterans organizations to gather and ensure 
the needs of local veterans and their families are being taken 
care of. 

The committee’s activities include, but are not limited to: 

 replacing the flags at veterans gravesites, multiple 
times a year 

 organizing the Emmaus Memorial Day Activities 

 

 

 Once a year a flag retirement ceremony is held, in which old and tattered flags collected from gravesites, 
veterans groups, and civilian contributors are properly retired. The ashes of those flags are later collected and 
spread around the veterans cemeteries. 

The Emmaus Veterans Committee also has an Honor Guard. This is a group of local veterans, which volunteer their time 
to perform military funerals for fallen veterans at the gravesite, including the playing of taps and a gun salute. They will 
also perform services inside the funeral home per the request of the family. There is no payment requested but donations 
are accepted. If you would like a military service at a loved one's funeral, please let the funeral director know and contact 
the committee either at the following link, (http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/ or email 
Commandant Jason Smith. 

 

 

 
available to visit veterans in hospitals, nursing homes, or private residences.  They will wear one of their four Marine 
Corps uniforms; Dress Blues Uniform, Service Charlie Uniform, Green Camouflage Uniform, or Desert Camouflage 
Uniform.  The choice is yours.  There is no cost for this service as these men and women have already given 
enough. Opha Mae's certifications are available upon request, Reckless is currently undergoing training for his, and their 
license and shot records are available upon request. Anyone interested in requesting Opha’s services can either go to the 
following link (http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae-and-reckless/) or e-mail Commandant Jason Smith. 
 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/
http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae-and-reckless/

