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Visit us at http://www.lvmcl.com 
 
 

 Marines, sadly Detachment 296 has lost yet another member. John Balliet 
passed away at Lehigh Valley Hospital on Sept. 8th. John had been a life member of the 
detachment since April of 2004. He honorably served, as a recon marine during Vietnam, 
earning a Bronze Star with Combat V. John was also a member of the 1966 Parkland 
Football team that went undefeated and was recently inducted into the schools Hall of 
Fame. I ask you all to keep his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 The Walmart Rose Drive is this upcoming weekend. We have done many good 
things this year and have donated to many good causes. We will not be able to continue 
this work without bringing in more funding. We have a great opportunity ahead of us to 
not only earn some money but to introduce ourselves to some new people. We have set 
volunteers to man two posts on 2 1/2 hour shifts. Even if you are not one of the 
predetermined volunteers feel free to stop by the Trexlertown Walmart on Sept. 17th & 
18th to show your support. 

 Veterans Day and the Marine Corps Birthday are right around the corner. Please 
keep your eyes and ears open for upcoming events and share them with the detachment. 
I will be sure to list as many as I can in the newsletter and on the website. 

 

Message from the CP 

 

Meeting Minutes  

 

 

 A letter was read from John Doherty, a representative of the First Marine Division 
Association, a non-profit organization, is holding their second annual fundraiser on 
September 25 at 2:00 PM at Lehigh Valley Sporting Clays. The money that they raise 
goes to two of the projects they work on. The first one is the First Marine Division 
Association, an outreach program. They are also associated with the SGT Rodney M. 
Davis memorial scholarship fund. 

 Commandant Smith received a card from Henry Brokate’s daughter, Karen, at the 
picnic. The card expressed her gratitude for everything the detachment did for her 
and her family in helping honor Hank. Enclosed was also a donation to the 
detachment. 

 Commandant Smith reported that it was great seeing everyone’s families at the 
picnic, and that the event was great in spite of the heat. 

 Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci took a moment to thank the picnic committee for all 
of their hard work in setting everything up. He also announced that next year’s picnic 
is scheduled to be held on August 13th of next year. 

 Judge Advocate Schaeffer reported that he and National Chaplain Johnny Gill 
attended the National Convention together and had a great time. While there he 
heard discussion that the National Convention might be held in Pennsylvania in 2018 
and he volunteered Detachment 296 as a possible host detachment 
  

 

mailto:jmsmith91081@yahoo.com
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 PR COMMITTEE 
 The third place plaque from the National Convention for “The Sitrep” is hanging 

on the wall in the VFW meeting room 
 There are going to be some additions to the newsletter in an attempt to get 

placed higher 
 The website has been updated to show recent events 

 The Walmart Rose Drive was discussed. 
 It was decided that because it was a two-day event, and five hours each day, 

that we needed to split it up into shifts. 
 There will be four shifts at 2 ½ hours apiece with 4 members in each shift 
 Commandant Smith, Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci, Jr, Vice Commandant 

Hoffman, Judge Advocate Schaeffer, Adjutant/Paymaster Keiser, Sgt At Arms 
Reed, Randy Schueck, John Eyer, Manny Wassum, Josh Brown, Dave Guldin, 
Fred Babcock, National Chaplain Gill, and Edda Gill all volunteered 

 There was a reminder about the Veterans Brotherhood Softball game on Sept. 25th  
 Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci. Jr. Vice Commandant Hoffman, Sgt-At-Arms 

Reed and Fred Babcock volunteered for the Color Guard 
 The address of the evet is 5351 Park West Lane in Bethlehem 

 Judge Advocate Schaeffer announced that the owner of Mission BBQ requested that 
Detachment 296 perform the Color Guard for their 9-11 Remembrance Ceremony 
 Commandant Smith, Sr. Vice Commandant Donatacci, Judge Advocate 

Schaeffer, and Josh Brown volunteered for the Color Guard. 
 The ceremony will begin at 12 and all members are invited to show up. If you 

plan to attend, wear your polo and red cover. 
 An announcement was made reminding everyone that officer nominations begin in 

October. If you would like to take, a post or you have somebody you would like to 
nominate for a post, start thinking about it now. 

 Judge Advocate Schaeffer said that while at the National Convention he spoke to 
National Commandant Gore about wearing our red covers while in the Emmaus 
Veterans Committee shirts. Commandant Gore gave us his blessing. 

 Commandant Smith had brought in extra ribbon racks, which were placed on the 
back table. 

 Randy Schueck announced that he will be a grandfather for the first time around 
October 20th 

   Paymaster’s Report 

 

 

Meeting Minutes Cont….. 

 

 

 

 After adding in the Brokate donation, $250.00 in 

additional checks, and the money collected 

during the picnic, the checking account balance 

is at $2,957.71  

 As of 8/24/16 the money market account has a 

balance of $3,373.71 

-Ron Heckman joined 
the MCL in Sept. of 
‘14 
 
- Joe Malia joined the 
MCL in Sept. of ‘98 
 
- Jason Smith turns 
35 on Sept 10th  
 
- Josh Brown turns 
28 on Sept. 18th  

 
- Howard Cooper 
turns 50 on Sept. 19th  
 
- Donald Rumble 
turns 71 on Sept. 24th  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Month’s 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 

 

 The report was accepted: 25 For: 0 Against: 0 Abstentions 

 

Wounded or in Distress 
Sgt-At-Arms Reed’s mother passed away on August 

5th at the age of 90. Detachment member Anthony 

Ross, while on Active Duty, was crushed in between 

two 6x’s. He is in the ICU in California. He sustained 

a broken back and damage to his intestines. Please 

keep these members and their families in your 

thoughts. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=navy+corpsman&hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1280&bih=620&tbm=isch&tbnid=dqUtftxIxwtBmM:&imgrefurl=http://www.corpsman.com/2009/06/happy-birthday-to-the-one-and-only-navy-hospital-corps-happy-b-day-docs/&docid=5hQHi5cTSFM_3M&imgurl=http://www.corpsman.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/06/Docs-Training.jpg&w=3504&h=2336&ei=fVwHUfXOFoX50gHGk4Fw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:10,s:0,i:177&iact=rc&dur=568&sig=112433232026892480117&page=1&tbnh=183&tbnw=252&start=0&ndsp=16&tx=199.20001220703125&ty=77
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emergency service units. The ceremony began with the Detachment Color Guard marching 
up, followed by a brief speech, and rendition of the National Anthem, and followed by some 
closing remarks. Thank you again to Mission BBQ for showing their dedication to the 

military and first responders. - Commandant Jason M Smith 

Upcoming Events 

 

- Detachment Rose 

Sale at the 

Trexlertown Wal-Mart 

on Sept. 17th and 18th 

from 1000 – 1500 

 

- Monthly detachment 

meeting to be held 

Sept. 28th and is set to 

begin @ 1930 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After Action Reports 

 

 9-11 Remembrance 

Ceremony Color Guard 
http://www.lvmcl.com/911-remembrance-
ceremony-color-guard/ 

 2 September 1945: The Japanese officially surrendered to the Allies on board the 
battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay. With General Holland Smith transferred home in July 
1945, the senior Marine Corps representative at the historic ceremony was LtGen Roy 
S. Geiger, who had succeeded Smith as Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, 
Pacific. 

 6 September 1983: Two Marines were killed and two were wounded when rockets hit 
their compound in Beirut, Lebanon. Heavy fighting continued for the 24th Marine 
Amphibious Unit peacekeeping force in the area near their positions around the Beirut 
International Airport. 

 8 September 1942: On Guadalcanal, the 1st Raider Battalion and the 1st Parachute 
Battalion, supported by planes of MAG-23 and two destroyer transports, landed east of 
Tasimboko, advanced west into the rear of Japanese positions, and carried out a 
successful raid on a Japanese supply base. 

 11 September 2001: At 9:38a.m. a commercial airliner, piloted by terrorists, slammed 
into the Pentagon, the headquarters of the Department of Defense, located across the 
Potomac River from Washington, D.C. The Marines Corps was fortunate in that no 
Marines were killed or seriously injured in this attack. The weekend before, most of the 
Department of Marine Aviation, located directly above the site of impact, had been 
relocated to another area of the Pentagon, during building renovation. Immediately 
following the attack, Marines set up a “command center” under an overpass of 
Interstate 395, which runs beside the Pentagon. Working alongside fellow servicemen 
and civilians for hours, days, and weeks after the tragedy, Marines played a large role 
in the rescue and recovery effort. Including those aboard the hijacked Boeing 757, 189 
men, women, and children were killed in the terrorist attack on the Pentagon. 

 15 September 1950: The 3d Battalion, 5th Marines landed on Wolmi-do Island in 
Inchon Harbor and secured it prior to the main landing. The 1st Marine Division under 
the command of Major General Oliver P. Smith landed at Inchon and began the Inchon-
Seoul campaign. 

 20 September 1950: Marines of the 1st Marine Division crossed the Han River along a 
six-mile beachhead, eight miles northwest of Seoul, Korea. Five days later, the 1st and 
5th Marines would attack Seoul and the city would be captured by 27 September. 

 30 September 1945: Marines of III Amphibious Corps, commanded by Major General 
Keller E. Rockey, began landing in North China to assist the Chinese Nationalist 
government in accepting the surrender of Japanese forces and repatriating Japanese 
soldiers and civilians. 

Lehigh Valley MCL Detachment 296 provided 
the Color Guard Unit for the Sept. 11th 
Remembrance Ceremony at Mission BBQ in 
Whitehall, PA. It was a beautiful sunny day with 
a slight breeze. In attendance were many local  

This Month in the Corps 

http://www.lvmcl.com/911-remembrance-ceremony-color-guard/
http://www.lvmcl.com/911-remembrance-ceremony-color-guard/
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JOHN J. BALLIET 
ENTERED HEAVEN’S GATES SEPT. 8 2016 

“SEMPER FIDELIS MARINE” 

http://www.lvmcl.com/
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 Visit with Opha Mae and Reckless 

 

 

Opha Mae and Reckless are English bulldogs, whom are 
available to visit veterans of all branches of the United States 
Armed Forces.  The English bulldog is the United States 
Marine Corps mascot. It was only fitting that they both have 
names steeped in Marine Corps history. Opha Mae was 
named after the first woman who enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corps.  Opha Mae Johnson joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve in 1918. Reckless was named after Staff Sergeant 
Reckless, a Mongolian mare, whose heroic endeared her so 
much to the Marine Corps that there was a statue of her place 
at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Quantico 
Virginia. She was also buried with full military honors at Camp 
Pendleton in California.Both Opha Mae and Reckless are  

Emmaus Veterans Committee 

 

 

  The Emmaus Veterans Committee is made up of veterans 

from the Catholic War Vets, the VFW, the American Legion, 
and the Marine Corps League. The purpose of this committee 
is for all Emmaus veterans organizations to gather and ensure 
the needs of local veterans and their families are being taken 
care of. 

The committee’s activities include, but are not limited to: 

 replacing the flags at veterans gravesites, multiple 
times a year 

 organizing the Emmaus Memorial Day Activities 

 

 

 Once a year a flag retirement ceremony is held, in which old and tattered flags collected from gravesites, 
veterans groups, and civilian contributors are properly retired. The ashes of those flags are later collected and 
spread around the veterans cemeteries. 

The Emmaus Veterans Committee also has an Honor Guard. This is a group of local veterans, which volunteer their time 
to perform military funerals for fallen veterans at the gravesite, including the playing of taps and a gun salute. They will 
also perform services inside the funeral home per the request of the family. There is no payment requested but donations 
are accepted. If you would like a military service at a loved one's funeral, please let the funeral director know and contact 
the committee either at the following link, (http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/ or email 
Commandant Jason Smith. 

 

 

 
available to visit veterans in hospitals, nursing homes, or private residences.  They will wear one of their four Marine 
Corps uniforms; Dress Blues Uniform, Service Charlie Uniform, Green Camouflage Uniform, or Desert Camouflage 
Uniform.  The choice is yours.  There is no cost for this service as these men and women have already given 
enough. Opha Mae's certifications are available upon request, Reckless is currently undergoing training for his, and their 
license and shot records are available upon request. Anyone interested in requesting Opha’s services can either go to the 
following link (http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae-and-reckless/) or e-mail Commandant Jason Smith. 
 

 

http://www.lvmcl.com/emmaus-veterans-committee-honor-gaurd/
http://www.lvmcl.com/visit-with-opha-mae-and-reckless/

